24/ 08/ 2001
Pl an for free trade zone in Pul au | ndah

Pat vi nder Si ngh
THE Governnent will acquire 404ha of land in Pulau Indah to set up a free
trade zone (FTZ) to attract industries to use the area as their entreport
for the region.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said in Putrajaya on
Wednesday that with a free trade zone, industries could manufacture and
export, or value-add and re-export, and al so package for re-distribution.

"The FTZ in Pulau Indah will also help generate nore containers for
ports in the area," he said.

Ling said this at a Press conference at his office before his mnistry's
post - Cabi net neeti ng.

"While the acquisition is in process, we will be talking to industries
for participation in the FTZ which will be Custons free.

"The purpose of the FTZ is specially to enhance the use of our ports."

He said the Government was al ways | ooking to acquire |and near ports to
i ncrease the nunmber of container throughput.

"The Governnent has al ready decided that | and near to ports should be
reserved for generating containers and not for housing estates or thene
parks."

He said valuation of the land to be acquired in Pulau I ndah was bei ng
done and that the decision to buy it was nmade a coupl e of nmonths ago

Li ng, who had just returned from Yenen as part of Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's del egation, said Yeneni M nister of Transport
and Maritinme Affairs, Capt Saeed A Yafai, will be visiting Mal aysia for
di scussi ons on co-operation in ports and airports.

After Yenen, Ling nmade a stopover over in Dubai to discuss econom c co-
operation with officials of the Jebel Ali Free Trade Zone.
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