18/ 04/ 2001
Pl an to change cyber laws to benefit |ICT sector

Mal col m Rosari o
THE Governnent will re-study existing |egislations, especially those
relating to cyber activities, with a view of maki ng anmendnents to t hem

Ener gy, Communi cations and Miultinedia M nister Datuk Leo Mdggi e said the
proposed amendnents woul d nake the | aws nore rel evant and effective to the
needs of the information and conmuni cati ons technol ogy (ICT) sector

"We realise nost of our current | egislations were enacted sonme tine ago
and did not take the ICT into account.

"Hence to make the | aws nore rel evant and effective, the Governnent is
prepared to make anendment s whi ch i ncl ude i ntroduci ng provisions to
existing laws," he told a press conference in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Leo Mbggi e hinted that even recently enacted cyberl aws nay be anended to
take i nto account new devel opnents in the i ndustry. Laws enacted as recent
as three to four years ago woul d al so be revi ened and updat ed.

The M nister was comenting on an earlier statenment by Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad who sai d t he Gover nment was consi dering
maki ng amendnents to the | egi slations, such as the Printing Presses and
Publication Act, as they were not effective.

Leo Moggi e said nost of the |aws that woul d be revi ewed woul d nost
likely be those that relate to cyber activities, but added that it woul d
be a difficult process.

"The strength of the Internet lies inits openness, but because it is
this very issue that nakes it extrenely difficult to control. There are
many who choose to abuse the Internet and we nust find ways to prevent
this," he said.

Inits effort to draft proper |egislation, the Government will maeke the
proposed anendnents readily available to the public to get their feedback
before proceeding to table it in Parlianent.

"W are al ready doing that with the current Data Protection Bill. The
Bi Il has been nade avail able for some time now and we have received
i nteresting feedback fromthe public. The Bill is now schedul ed to be

tabl ed by year-end," the M nister said.

The Data Protection Act is intended to conplenent efforts to maintain
the integrity of the data transacted through the el ectroni ¢ nedi um

Once approved, the Act shoul d give a boost to electronic transacti ons as
it will ensure all data, including those of a personal nature, are fully
prot ect ed.

Al so on the drawi ng bl ock i s the Miltinedi a and Conmuni cati ons Act which
i s being designed to improve the efficiency of the existing
tel ecomuni cations industry and to facilitate the devel opnent of the new
i nformation technol ogy and mul ti medi a services in the country.

The Governnent's decision to re-study the inpact of ICT on existing
| egi sl ation and enact new ones was based on the grow ng i nportance of |CT
in a know edge-based econony. Wil e wanting nore individuals to adopt |CT,
t he Governnent intends to have an effective nmechanismto prevent its
abuse.

According to Leo Moggi e, | CT devel opnment was central in the pursuit of
productivity-driven growth and a know edge- based econony, as it would
becone a significant deterni nant of conpetitiveness for organi sati ons and
countries, stinulatingincreasingreliance on val ue-creation of
i nformati on know edge.

"Because of its inmportance, priority will continue to be given to the



expansion of ICT infrastructure and infostructure, inorder to bridge the
i ssue of digital divide and to enabl e equitabl e access to information and
know edge to all," he said.

The minister al so gave an assurance that the Governnent woul d work on
enhanci ng the country's capacity in other areas which it feels were
fundanmental to the success in building Mal aysi a' s knowl edge econony.

These i nclude buil ding the country's know edge manpower base,

i ntensifying sci ence and technol ogy and research and devel opnent
initiatives, increasing know edge content and | ocal content devel opnent,
and enhancing the Government's facilitative role in providingthe
appropriate environment and i n encour agi ng greater private sector
participation.
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