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Pl an to upgrade education in rural areas

Kamar ul Yunus

THE Governnent will continue to give enphasis on upgradi ng education in
rural areas in the next five-year Eighth Malaysia Plan, particularly in
predom nantly Ml ay areas, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahned
Badawi said.

"W will bridge the digital divide so that everyone will have access to
i nformati on and comruni cati ons technol ogy.

"And we will continue with our policy of creating nore Mislim
prof essi onal s and entrepreneurs," he said at the opening of a two-day
i nternational sem nar on The Inpact of d obalisation on Social and
Cultural Life, An Islamc Response, in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Speaking to reporters later, Abdullah said Miuslinms accounted for |ess
than 25 per cent of the total professionals in the country.

G ven such scenario, he said there is a need to continue to stress on
provi di ng proper education to the Muslins so that they will be able to
face the chall enges of globalisation and a know edge- based econony.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is schedul ed to present
the Eighth Plan (2001-2005) at the Dewan Rakyat on April 23.

I nformati on technol ogy and wonen's devel opnent are said to be the areas
expected to be given due enphasis in the Plan.

Earlier in his speech, Abdullah said the umah risks becom ng further
al i enated, sidelined and pushed into irrelevance if they are unable to
forma consensus anong thensel ves on how to respond to gl obalisation.

In such a situation, he said the Muslins would not be associated with
the digital revolution or advancenent in biotechnology in the sane way
Musl i ms had been associated with astronony, philosophy, nedicine and
mat hemati cs during the gol den age of Islam

"Wthout a response, Muslinms will not play a vital role in
gl obalisation. W are set to be passive recipients of know edge, " he said.

"While we [ ook around the world and appreciate the cultural and raci al
diversity of Muslins, we also notice the fact that there is no fully
devel oped Muslimcountry that has any significant influence in the process
of gl obalisation," he said.

Abdul | ah said his greatest fear was that Mislins woul d increasingly want
to take the easy way out and be unable to do anythi ng about the invasion
of Western culture and the econom c supremacy of the West.

"As such, groups within the ummah will agitate for a return to the
gl ori ous days of Islamby placing formover substance and encouragi ng the
i nfluence of the nobst orthodox schools of Islamc thought.

"Such a backlash will serve Islamno good," he said.

Abdul I ah agreed with those who said that gl obalisation was increasingly
characterised by extrenes, that is extrene economc efficiency, politica
dom nance and cultural conformty.

"But let us ensure that the Islanmic response is devoid of extrem smand
characteristics of areligion that stresses wasat or noderation. In our
response to globalisation, let us not conformto its excesses and
extrenm ties," he said.

( END)



	Plan to upgrade education in rural areas (NST 28/03/2001)

