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PM a cel ebrat ed aut hor in Japan

Syed Nadzri in Csaka
DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, revered in Japan as an out spoken Prine
M ni ster, is now becom ng a cel ebrated author as well in this country.

Barely two years after his book A New Deal for Asia was translated and
publ i shed i n Japanese, A Message to Japan has now hit the stands.

Thi s book, a Japanese-version of Reflections on Asia that was published
by M 11 enium Books in Malaysia | ast year, is a collection of nonthly
articles by himin the Mainichi Daily News of Japan between February 1999
and June | ast year.

These articles were also translated into English and published by the
New Straits Tines during the period.

The stories were witten when Asia was on the road to recovery fromthe
currency crisis that hit nost of the economies in the region in 1997.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a four-day visit to Osaka, attended a reception
at the Osaka Ri hga Royal Hotel yesterday to comenorate the publishing of
t he book.

And what a reception it was because the adul ati ons were endl ess for the
Prime Mnister in the speeches at the function.

The book contains 18 chapters including "Small Countries v G gantic
Powers", "My Thoughts on East Tinor", "The Wirld of Islant, "The Ml aysi an
Way" and the "Umo Saga".

A central figure in nmaking the book a reality is Akiko Kato, Minichi's
Hong Kong Bureau Chief, who, it is said, had to shuttle between Hong Kong
and Kual a Lunpur every nonth in 1999 and | ast year to ensure Dr Mahathir
did not mss his contribution.

O course, Akiko had to deal with a ot of red ink marks when the drafts
of the stories got back to her fromthe Prine Mnister's office, it was
narrated during the reception

Dr Mahathir's visit enters its second day today with a visit to the
Sharp Liquid Crystal Plant in Nara Prefecture, the Osaka El ectro-

Conmruni cati on Col | ege and, at dinner tine, a dialogue with Ml aysian
students.

Bernama reports that Dr Mahathir, who arrived here today for a four-day
wor ki ng visit, was acconpanied by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned Ali.

The Prime M nister was net at the Kansai International Airport by
Mal aysi a' s anbassador to Japan Dat uk Marzuki Mhammad Noor and ot her
enbassy officials.

Hours after arrival, Dr Mahathir delivered a keynote address at the
Mai ni chi I nternational Synposium the first part of the "Wake Up Kansai"
canpai gn ai ned at reviving the sluggi sh econony in the Kansai region.

He spoke on the theme "Pronpting Miutual Understandi ng Bet ween Asia and
Japan, especially Kansai," at the Osaka International Centre and | ater
j oi ned Thai Foreign Mnister Surin Pitsuwan, South Korean Anbassador Cho
Sang Yong, former director general of the Econonic Planning Agency Tai ch
Sakai ya and NTT West Japan President Kazuo Asada for a panel discussion.

He received chai rman of Kansai Econom ¢ Federation (Kankeiren),
Yoshi hi sa Aki yama, who is al so the president of the Kansai El ectric Power
Co. Inc.

Tormorrow, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to visit the Sharp Liquid Plant in
Tenri City, Nara Prefecture and have a first hand | ook at Sharp's
devel oprent of liquid crystal display technol ogy.

Foll owing that he will travel to the Gsaka El ectro- Cormuni cati on



Uni versity which specialises in the Information Technol ogy.

Dr Mahathir will then hold a dialogue with Ml aysian students studying
in the Kansai region.

On his third day here, Dr Mahathir will participate in a Fuji Tel evision
Networ k recording of a forumentitled "Views and i deas on the 21st
Century-Future of Asia and Japan's Choice".

He is al so scheduled to receive Japan's M nister of Economy, Trade and
I ndustry Takeo Hi ranuna.

H ranuma is al so chai rman of the Japan- Mal aysi a Parliamentarian
Fri endshi p League and honorary chairman of the Ml aysi a Japan Associ ati on,
a non governmental organisation conprising individuals and corporations.

Dr Mahathir | eaves for home on Sunday.
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