10/ 06/ 2001
PM advi ses students abroad to gain know edge and skills

Nur ai na Samad i n Tokyo

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad yesterday call ed on Mal aysi an students
abroad to have the determnmination and resolve to gain know edge and skills
to enabl e themto continue the process of nation building.

"W have great hope for you to return home and continue the process of
devel opi ng Mal aysia to becone a devel oped nati on by the year 2020.

"You nust have the confidence to excel in whatever you are doi ng and
have faith that you are as good as anyone else,” the Prime Mnister told
sonme 400 Mal aysi an students and professionals at the Ml aysi an enbassy
her e.

Dr Mahathir advised themto return home with the skills they have
acquired in Japan as well as the Japanese work ethics which have proven to
be val uable in the devel opnent process.

He said he was inspired by the resolve and determ nati on of the Japanese
when he visited Japan in 1961 as the East Asian country was attenpting to
rebuild and reconstruct itself after it was devastated by war.

He said he was awed by the spirit of comrtnent and dedication
denonstrated by the Japanese as they picked up the pieces in the wake of
t he destruction

He said the unprecedented success story of Japan raised his confidence
to devel op Mal aysia further than just rural devel opnent.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was capabl e of nore as he felt that if Japan,
bei ng an Asian nation could overcone the odds, there was no reason why
Mal aysi a coul d not.

He rem nded the students that the ol d perception of Japan as a producer
of inferior goods was discarded as the country energed to be an econom ¢
power house.

Dr Mahat hir, however, reminded the students to return hone with their
moral and cul tural values preserved and to reject western val ues.

He al so advi sed themto have a good conmand of the English | anguage to
excel in information technology as nuch of the information in this area
was in English.

The Prime M nister also took several questions fromthe students and
graduat es of Japanese universities who asked about Vision 2020 and t he
Mul ti medi a Super corri dor.

Dr Mahathir pointed out that Malaysia is a fast devel opi ng nati on whose
i ndustrial capacity was high. The country may not be as rich as other
devel opi ng countries such as Saudi Arabia but the people are highly
skill ed and educat ed.

This, he said, had led to world recognition of Malaysia's |evel of
devel opnent.

"You rmust be conmitted and have the confidence to achieve ... so that
you can stand tall and walk tall," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is here on a two-day working visit, is acconpani ed by
his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali. They return honme tonorrow.

Al so present at the enbassy was Ml aysi an anbassador to Japan Dat uk
Mar zuki Mohd Nor
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