15 FEB 2001
Zahar ah- Tensi on
PM ASKS PANEL TO CHECK | NCLI NATI ON TO | NFLAME RACI AL TENSI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has asked the National Unity Advisory Panel to correct society's
inclination to dwell on disputes that can subsequently devel op into issues
that inflame racial tension

According to National Unity and Soci al Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Dr
Siti Zaharah Sul ai man, the prine mnister gave the panel this task when he
met panel nenbers at the Prine Mnister's Departnment here today.

Briefing reporters on the neeting later, Siti Zaharah, who chairs the
panel, said the prinme mnister would like to see corrective neasures be
taken to renove prol onged obstacles to national unity.

"If necessary, we shall have to organi se di al ogues with key segnents of
soci ety such as university students, academicians at tertiary institutions
and nedia practitioners on the inportance of national unity to nationa
devel opnent," she said.

According to her, Dr Mahathir al so tasked the panel with inproving
soci ety's understanding of religions so as to rejuvenate and enhance
tol erance anong the followers of the various faiths in the country.

According to her, during the two-hour neeting with the 43-nmenber panel
Dr Mahathir cited exanples to illustrate society's current m sconceptions
about religions and di m nishing tol erance especially anong school students
and under gr aduat es.

The prime mnister, according to her, lanented that unlike in the old
days when students of the various races could share a roomand yet perform
their religious obligations, present day students even refused to share
r 0oNns.

Siti Zaharah said the panel would review the prevailing situation and
t ake appropriate neasures to check undesirable and divisive elenments from
expl oi ting msconceptions to fan deeper intolerance.

In response to the prime mnister's advice, she said the panel would
intensify programres to educate the younger generation on preserving racial
co-exi stence and religious tolerance as well as on the social contract
agreed upon by Ml aysi a's foundi ng fathers.

The panel would conduct a series of national surveys to gauge the |evel
of national unity to formthe basis for the corrective nmeasures required,
she sai d.

"We shall have to conduct national and conparative surveys to deterni ne
reasons giving rise to the dimnishing tol erance,” she added.
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