26 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r - Net
PM AGREES TO THE SETTI NG UP OF MJULTI LI NGUAL COWVPUTI NG | NI TI ATI VES

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad is receptive to the setting up of the Miultilingual Conputing
Initiatives (M.Cl) to devel op | anguage-based conputing for major Ml aysian
| anguages.

He said the M.Cl should have a steering conmittee to | ook into the
devel opnent of | anguage-based conputing for major Ml aysi an | anguages
i ncluding the national |anguage, Bahasa Ml ayu.

He said that the M.Cl ideally should be a sub-set of the Nationa
I nformati on Technol ogy Council (NI TC) and the current |CT devel opnent
suggests that Ml aysia should extend the mastery of these | anguages in the
Internet and conputing in general

Opening the Tami| Internet 2001 Conference and Exhibition at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here today, Dr Mahathir said he was inpressed
with the MC s proposal to have a special schenme started at the Miltinedia
Super Corridor (MSC) for Ml aysian Indians to groomnew talents for Taml
sof t war e.

He said the MSC has the provision for conpanies to set up and devel op
software and it was a good idea to set up a schene for the Indian
conmuni ty.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia is the home to sonme of the w dely spoken
| anguages in the world and has conpetitive advantage in the econony, saying
that not many countries have such advant age.

"Ml aysia should build on this area and M.Cl should be a sub-set of the
NI TC and go into on-line collaboration with other different |anguages to
cut across geographi cal boundaries,” he said.

He said that Ml aysi an research and devel opment (R&D) institutions
shoul d enbark on conversational |inguistics and translations if converting
data and even voice from anot her | anguage becones a sinple activity.

"One can imagi ne the potential for collaboration for internationa
mar ket," he said.

For instance, he said, a single website in sinplified Chinese | anguage
could deal with 30 million Chinese who go on-line everyday and simlarly
the Tami| website in Ml aysia has the potential to reach five mllion
Tam | - speaki ng net users.

He said the Malay website could transcend the region and reach nore
than five mllion people who speak Mal ay and ot her rel ated | anguages
on-1line.

Dr Mahathir said with such collaboration, the M5C could then open its
door to | anguage-based IT projects both in the donmestic and international
mar ket s.

He al so said he firmy believed that Mal aysia has the real opportunity
to enmerge as a regional if not a global centre for |anguage-based conputing
and all races have a clear role to play in that aspect.

"What is needed now is sone | evel of organisation," he said.

Dr Mahathir said industry pundits were claimng that non-English
contents account for nore than 50 per cent of that found on the Net and
Mal aysi ans should not wait to seize the opportunity to expand
| anguage- based conputi ng.

Earlier, MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu proposed that the
Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Corporation work on a special schene to unearth nore
ICT talents within the Indian community and devel op theminto internationa



t echnopr eneurs.

He said such a nove could initiate bilateral working relationships with
other Tam | conmmunities around the world.

Sany Vel lu, who is the conference organi sing commttee chairman, said
t hat Mal aysi an | ndi ans have produced not |ess than three-world class Tam |
sof t war e.

He estimated that nore than one mllion people worldwi de are currently
usi ng Mal aysi an-nmade Tami| software and 75 million Tam|s worl dw de know
Mal aysia for its Tam | software.

Some 800 del egates from 13 countries are taking part in the conference
where 50 international technical papers will be presented by a panel of
experts from Australia, India, Germany, Switzerland, the United States,

Si ngapore and Mal aysi a.

About 50 exhibition booths are al so showcasing the | atest products and
services in areas such as Tam | computing, Internet, E-learning and
E- busi ness during the three-day conference period.
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