10/ 01/ 2001
PM confirms i npendi ng Cabi net reshuffle

Ram an Sai d
PETALI NG JAYA, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today confirmed that
a Cabi net reshuffle was imminent and that he needed tine to deliberate on
the matter.

The Prime Mnister said further deliberation was necessary as a Cabi net
reshuffl e was a serious matter involving the Governnent.

"God willing, hopefully it will be soon,” he told reporters at the Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force base in Subang when asked when t he announcenent woul d
be nade.

The Prinme M nister was speaking at a Press conference upon his return
froma five-day official visit to Myannmar

On whet her an announcenent coul d be expected after the Cabinet neeting
tomorrow, Dr Mahathir said: "I don't knowyet ... tonorrow | have to
attend a Cabinet neeting, perhaps it has sone views (on the reshuffle)."”

The Prinme M nister explained he had to think carefully before naki ng any
changes to the Cabi net.

"Gve ne sonme tinme to think. This is not sonething that can be carried
out hastily ... | have to look at it carefully."

Specul ation of a Cabinet reshuffle has been rife since the appoint nent
of Umo executive secretary Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansur as a Senat or
| ast nont h.

The resignation of Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk
Seri Dr Abdul Hamid Ot hman | ast week further fuelled speculation on the
nmatter.

The Prime Mnister, who was in a jovial nmood, said Abdul Hami d's
resignati on neant soneone had to be appointed to fill the vacancy.

To questions on whether many M nisters would be dropped and the
possibility of a new woman M ni ster being appoi nted, Dr Mahathir replied:
"I don't know yet."

On whether it would be a major reshuffle, he said it depended on how one
viewed it.

"If conpared to a major reshuffle, then it will be mnor. But when
conmpared agai nst a mnor reshuffle, it will appear mgjor."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to confirmwhether the reshuffle would see
Umo M nisters holding inportant party posts being dropped to enabl e them
to concentrate on party natters.

"I don't knowyet ... | have to think carefully about this."

When pointed out that the resignation of Abdul Ham d to concentrate on
efforts uniting the Muslins and the party indicated that a nove to
separate the party and Governnent was being planned, Dr Mahathir said: "It
is true that Abdul Ham d has resigned but | think he can still contribute
to the Government through other positions."

Dr Mahathir |ast reshuffled his Cabinet in 1999 which saw t he departure
of two senior Umo Mnisters. They were Information Mnister Tan Sri
Mohanmed Rahmat and Cul ture, Art and Touri sm M ni ster Datuk Ser
Sabbar uddi n Chi k

On whet her Pas' request for the scope of the Malay unity talks to be
expanded to national unity, he said no conditions should be inposed.

"W want to discuss Malay unity, there should not be any conditions."

Asked to conment on the cancellation of the debate on Malay unity
bet ween Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n and his counterpart
fromPas, Mahfuz Orar, the Prime Mnister said it was no | onger necessary



as both parties would be neeting to discuss the same subject.

"Since Umo and Pas will talk on Malay unity, | think it would be better
toallowit to take place. The debate may only give rise to things which
coul d hinder efforts towards uniting the Mal ays."

On his visit to Myanmar, he described it as a success with the country
hol di ng great investnment opportunities like in fisheries, agriculture and
i ndustries based on natural resources.

The Prime M nister said Myanmar wanted Mal aysia to consider the
possibility of investing in such areas, adding that the country offered
many busi ness and trade opportunities for Ml aysi an conpani es.

Besi des the availability of various agriculture products |ike onions,
sugar and mai ze for inport, various ventures could be set that could help
fulfill Ml aysia' s needs.

"It is acountry rich in natural and raw resources. It has vast
agriculture land."

Dr Mahathir said his visit enabled himto have a first-hand | ook of the
country, adding he found the negative situation often portrayed in reports
to be untrue.

"I find that the Myanmar Gover nnent gives enphasis to devel opnent,

i ncluding those involving its people in rural areas."

Anpong t hose present to welconme himat the airport were Defence M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Domestic Trade and Consumer Affairs M nister
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin, Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaacob and
Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar.

( END)
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