07 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Specul ati on
PM DI SM SSES SPECULATI ON ON APPO NTMENT OF NEW FI NANCE M NI STER

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday di sm ssed specul ati on on the appoi ntnment of a new finance
mnister to replace Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, saying it was basel ess.

"I do not understand why nany people speculate. Al are basel ess but
people still want to hear them" he said at a news conference at the end of
the Bari san Nasional (BN) Convention here.

Dr Mahathir was asked on a news report today that the econom c adviser
to the prinme mnister and forner Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri Ali Abul
Hassan Sul ai man woul d be nmade second finance m nister.

"The newspaper can specul ate that. You wait and see whether all these
specul ations are worth anything at all," he said.

The prime mnister said he has a good team conprising two deputy
finance mnisters, Datuk Dr Shafie Mohd Sal |l eh and Dat uk Chan Kong Choy,

Fi nance M nistry Secretary Ceneral Datuk Dr Sanmsuddi n Hitam and Bank Negara
CGovernor Tan Sri Dr Zeti Akhtar Aziz to hel p hi mmanage the econony.

"I have advisers nanely Tan Sri Ali Abul Hassan Sul ai man and Tan Sri

Nor Mbhamed Yakcop," he said.

Dr Mahathir assumed the post of finance mnister when Dai mresigned on
June 1, this year.

To a question, the prine mnister said that the government still
mai ntai ned a | oan growth target of 8 per cent for this year.
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