26 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r - Umo
PM SAYS HE | S NO M ND- READER

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 26 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he has provided opportunities to everyone to join in the
struggl es of Umo and never envisage that sone of themwll eventually use
the party for their own interest or the interest of their respective
groups.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said that he had accepted back into
the party many people who were at one tine in ennmity with himand anong
themthere were those who were truly sincere in pursuing the struggles of
the party.

He said: "But anobng themthere will surely be those who were insincere

and I wouldn't know. | cannot read what are in their mnds.
"As such, | just accept themw th the hope that when they are in Umo,
they' Il show their loyalty to Umo and will pursue the party's struggles.

As it turned out, there were people who used Umo for their own interest
and in the interest of their group.”

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after opening the Tam | Internet
Conf erence and Exhi bition 2001 at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

He was asked to conment on the statenent by Parliamentary Secretary to
the Informati on Mnistry Senator Datuk Zai nuddin Midin yesterday that Dr
Mahat hir's bi ggest m stake was to bring into Umo revol utionary el enents
who fail to enbrace the spirit of the party.

Zai nuddi n was reported to have said that the prine nminister therefore
had to pay a very high price for his political m stake.

Dr Mahathir said that he is only human and cannot run away from doi ng
somet hi ng whi ch may eventually turn out to be a m stake.

"From one aspect, | may be wong...|l only provide an opportunity to
everyone including Umo's enemes to join Umo, to pursue Umo's struggles
and devel op our nation," he said.

Asked whether this kind of opportunity would in future be w thheld, Dr
Mahat hir said: "How are we to know that when a person joins Umo, we can
say that 15 years later he'll turn out to be a traitor. W cannot tell

"There are times when a person | eaves Umo, joins another party, then
rejoins and they say that they will be I oyal. W cannot read people's
m nds. We are only human...if nothing crops up we'll never know, " he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to comment on the reported dissatisfaction
of Umo nmenbers who were dealt with by the party's Disciplinary Board for
violating the code of ethics during the divisional elections |ast April

He said that they have the right to question the decision nmade by the
Board and their appeals should be channelled through a conmttee set up by
Umo for the purpose.

"Everybody says he is not guilty. If the appeals board find that there
is acase, we'll confirmit.

"But, if there are doubts, suspicions or maybe i nadequate evi dence and
things like that, we'll have to take theminto account. W have to be fair
to everyone," he said.

Asked to comment on the activities of the Kunpulan MIlitan Ml aysia
(KMM, Dr Mahathir said the government felt that there was a need for a
"white paper” to explain to the people on the actual situation

"We feel there is a need but we are facing problemlike I've said. The
case will be brought to court...if we provide details of the case, it may
be takenas an attenpt to influence the court,” he said.



Dr Mahathir said he was aware that the people were now confused over
the matter, nmore so following the opposition's allegation that it was a
"sandi wara" (dranma) staged by the governnent.

"Even if there are people killed, they'Il still say it is staged. To
them killing people is still a drama...it's so easy for themto say,
everything is staged,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said this showed that the opposition was bankrupt of ideas
in explaining matters that ari se.

"It goes to show how stupid they are. They can't even argue their way
out beyond sayi ng sandi wara," he said.
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