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PM eval uati ng candi dates (HL)

Patri ck Sennyah; Saj ahan Waheed

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said he was in no
hurry to appoint a new Finance Mnister, adding that he woul d need nore
time to eval uate suitabl e candi dates

The Prime M nister, however, said the new Finance M ni ster nust be
someone who i s non-controversial, knows about finance and is "clean".

He said he had not found anyone suitable yet and that the person could
be a politician or non-politician.

"I don't know ... the person could be an entirely fresh face. | want to
give nyself the freedomto decide on sonmething that | think is very
important to us."

Former Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n resi gned on June 1 after
taking two nonths' |eave. Dr Mahathir is now the acting Finance M nister

Asked if he would continue holding the finance portfolio, he said the
duties of the Prinme Mnister and Finance M nister were both heavy and he
was trying to work out a way to handl e both.

Dr Mahathir was speaking after |aunching a book entitled A Vision
Real i sed - The Transformation of a National G| Corporation, tracing the
hi story of Petronas and its activities over the | ast 25 years.

Asked i f the appointnment woul d be nmade before the Umo general assenbly
next week, he said: "I don't want to be hurried. It is a very serious
appoi ntmrent and | cannot sinply give it to anybody. | would have to spend
nmore tinme eval uating."

On whet her the new Finance M nister would al so assune the post of Umo
treasurer, he said it was possible as he had an open nind on the matter.

He al so disnissed allegations that Daim s resignati on was pronpted by
differences between them "It was purely a friendly parting. He felt that
maybe some people did not appreci ate what he was doi ng and he (Dai m
thought it was tine for himto | eave."

Dr Mahathir added that they were still good friends.
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