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| POH, Tues. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad call ed on
youths to adopt the spirit of volunteerismand put the welfare of others
before one's self to create a nore caring Ml aysi an conmunity.

He said volunteerism which nmeant doi ng good deeds voluntarily w thout
t hi nki ng of the rewards, was the best way to build a nation of people who
wer e conpassi onate and cari ng.

As such he urged youths of all races to congregate as Ml aysi ans and
work towards a conmon goal - to hel p each other in whatever manner they
could in order to inbue a feeling of goodness in the community.

Speaki ng at the | aunching of the National Youth Day cel ebrations at
Perak Stadiumtonight, Dr Mahathir said youths played an inportant role in
pronmoting the spirit of volunteerism

He said this was because the awareness of volunteerismshould start from
t he yout hs.

"If youths do not realise fromnowthat it is inmportant for volunteerism
to be a part of their lives, they will have difficulty in trying to bridge
the gap anbng the nmany races this country has been endowed with."

The nost inportant aspect of volunteerismis doing good deeds and then
feeling good about it.

"For exanple, when you help a blind nman cross the road, you should not
expect any rewards. Wat you should feel is being proud that you have done
somet hi ng good because you have hel ped the nan cross the road safely."

Dr Mahathir said the thene of the Youth cel ebrations - "Vol unteerism
Pronmpotes Unity (Kesukarel awan Penangki n Perpaduan) - was npost appropriate
now because unity was the one goal that youths should work towards.

He said the motto of putting one's self above others as propagated by
the West shoul d not be emul ated by Mal aysians as it could destroy the
Governnent's objective of a prosperous nulti-racial country.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent gave the utnobst support to youth
organi sations in the country and youths nust realise this as they were the
generation that woul d devel op and | ead the country in the future.

He also said it was of paranount inportance that youth | eaders were
responsi bl e and did not possess other notives than to better the
conmuni ty.

"Remenber our country is ours to govern, nobody has the right to plan or
manage our future.

"Therefore youths nust treat their role seriously and not allow foreign
i nfluence to seep into their mnds and spoil the bal ance of harnony."

More than 30,000 youths fromvarious organi sations participated in the
gat heri ng t oday.

Al so present was Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali, Youth and
Sports M nister Datuk H shamruddi n Tun Hussei n and Mal aysi an Yout h Counci
presi dent Sai fuddi n Abdul | ah.
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