12/ 01/ 2001

PM given |ist of capable wonen | eaders

KUALA KANGSAR, Thurs. - A list of capable Wanita Umo candidates is in the
hands of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and its up to him
to deci de whether to appoint nore wonen to the Cabinet.

Its chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said the original list was subnmitted
to the Prime Mnister after the general election |ast year and she had
continuously provided inputs to Dr Mahathir on several issues including on
worren participation in the Governnent.

Raf i dah was speaking to reporters after attending the Hari Raya function
organi sed by Ml aysi an Ex- Servi cenen Associ ati on, Manong branch t oday.

She, however, declined to confirmwhether she had asked for nore posts
for wonen in the Cabinet. What was inmportant, she said, was for the
nmovenent to | obby for nore posts in decision-naking bodies at Federal and
State | evel s.

"W have been infornmed that in sone agencies, there are no wonen
appointed at the top I evel although there are a nunber of capable
candi dates," said Rafidah, who is International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster.

Rafi dah al so said the novenent woul d ensure that there would be m ni num
contest during the divisional elections this year, especially in the
Wani ta nmovenent .

She said those planning to go for any post should discuss with the
i ncunbent before contesting and find the best way to avoid split in the
di vi si on.

"If possible, avoid any contest. But, if it cannot be avoi ded, they nust
ensure that the division stays united after the el ection,” she said.

On the statenent by Parti Keadil an Nasional's Youth chief Mohamed Ezam
Mohamad Noor that Keadilan was not a Malay party, she said the Ml ays
shoul d realise the party did not care about the future of the Ml ays, but
was only concerned about the fate of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

( END)



	PM given list of capable women leaders (NST 12/01/2001)

