27 COCT 2001
Mahat hi r - Af ghani st an
PM HOPES THE US W LL HALT BOVBI NGS | N AFGHANI STAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today called on the United States to halt bonbings in Afghani stan
due to the increasing nunber of civilians killed.

He hoped that the US woul d cease it operations i mediately, whether or
not it was Ramadan.

The bonbi ngs must be halted as not hing had been achi eved so far, he
told a media conference at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF) station in
Subang here on his return from South Kor ea.

The Prime Mnister stopped over in South Korea on his way hone after
attendi ng the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) Summit in Shanghai
| ast week.

Dr Mahathir said that Malaysia's sentinment was shared by other
countries like Russia which felt that diplomatic initiatives should be
taken to resolve the conflict in Afghanistan.

He said Mal aysia's stand was that the bonbings would only result in the
loss of lives of civilians as conmpared to the targeted group, whether the
Tal i ban forces or the Al -Qaeda novenent said to be | ed by Washi ngton's
prime suspect Osama bin Laden.

"As far as | know, there has not been any report confirmng that any
menber of the Al -Qaeda has been killed in the attacks,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir reiterated Malaysia's stand that retaliatory strikes on
Af ghani stan was not the way to counter terrorism

He said that the best way was to identify its root causes.
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