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PM H TS QUT AT ASI ANEEK FOR ATTEMPTI NG TO SMEAR H M

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday sl ammed the Asi aweek news magazi ne for deliberately
publishing a picture of himin its Jan 26 issue with an attenpt to portray
himas a foolish and tired-Iooking person

"To find a picture that makes you look as if you are an idiot, is
deliberatly done,” he told reporters after attending a function to mark the
decl aration of Putrajaya as a Federal Territory at Dataran Perdana, here.

Dr Mahathir said he was taken in by the smling and friendly
i ntervi ewers who managed to persuade himto cone out fromhis office at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent to take nearly 200 phot ographs.

The interview was conducted by Asiaweek's editor Dorinda Elliot,
managi ng edi tor Sal man Wayne Morrison and correspondent Arjuna Ranawana.

"They must have taken nearly 200 photos but chose that +so right+
phot ograph,” Dr Mahathir said.

The prime mnister was asked to coment on the picture with the caption
"I's the prime mnister being left behind by a new Mal aysi a that he hel ped
bui | d?" that acconpanied the story with the headline "Mahathir's Di |l erma”.

The picture, taken by Miunshi Ahnmed for the Hong Kong-based Asi aweek,
depicted Dr Mahathir, who was in his bush jacket, as a person "slunped in
his chair and appeared tired and worn down by the unprecedented criticism
of his rule" -- a phrase used in the story.

Dr Mahathir said it was obvious for soneone who has been worki ng al nost
24 hours a day and sparing little time to rest to be tired.

"Anybody would [ ook tired. I work about 24 hours a day and | rest a
little. I cannot do any work in the office because so many people cone to
see nme. | go home and sit down and wite all ny letters, speeches and ot her

correspondence.

"I't works, sonetines, of course you look tired,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about his "I don't care" reply to a question
by the Asiaweek interviewers as to what he thinks he will be renenbered
for.

"What matters to ne is what |'ve done. If the people recognise it, it

is okay, but if they don't recognise it, it okay too. I won't be around
anyway, whatever they say about nme, | won't be around," said the prine
m ni ster.

"I would be hovering up there, |ooking down," he joked.
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