05/ 04/ 2001
PMjoins top students for |unch

Sar ban Si ngh; P. Sharm ni
PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - "It's an honour and privilege to have lunch with you."

These words were uttered by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad when he joined top scorers fromlast year's FormFive exans for
| unch here.

It was the first tine that such an event was held. A total of 190 top
graders in the Sijil Pelajaran Malaysia were feted to the |unch, hosted by
Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

The students had a pl easant surprise when Abdul | ah brought Dr Mahathir
to join them

Several Mnisters who attended the weekly Cabi net neeting al so joined
t hem

The students cane fromall over the country. The country's highest
achi ever, Ong Jin Hock fromSMK | brahim Sungai Petani, was anong the 190
who had earlier toured Putrajaya. He and six other students were then
given the honour to join the Prine Mnister at the nain table.

When Dr Mahathir wal ked into the hall, he was given a | oud appl ause by
the students, nmany of whomtook photographs of the Prime Mnister.

After lunch, Dr Mahathir spoke to the students briefly. He gave them one
i nportant nessage - "give back to society what society has given you".

Dr Mahathir told the students that they were i ndebted to society which
created an environnment conduci ve enough for themto pursue their anbitions
and goals in life.

He also told themto be grateful for the good fortune they have enjoyed
and to reciprocate later in life by making it possible for the younger
generation to have access to the sane.

"You must renenber to return to society what you have enjoyed during
your student days because it was society which nmade it possible for you to
pursue your goals.

"If you do not do so, then you will not be giving the younger generation
the benefits you enjoyed while you were one.

"This feeling of gratitude shoul d pervade your thinking," he said.

Citing exanples, Dr Mahathir said sone students who received study | oans
fromthe Government sinply refused to pay the nmoney back, thus depriving
many ot hers frompursuing tertiary education.

He regretted this attitude saying that it was their responsibility to
pay the | oans back so others may enjoy the privilege |ater.

"Never think of yourself alone. It was society which gave us the
opportunity and we are now duty-bound to give it back to society.

"I'f you have brains |like Einstein's but are self-centred, you would
eventual ly | ose out."

Dr Mahathir told the students that they should possess a good
personality, appreciate people and their surroundi ngs.

He said relationships with | ecturers, vice-chancellors and the
Gover nnent shoul d be preserved because this was the way "we Ml aysi ans
l'ived".

The younger generation, he said, should renenber that their elders had
wor ked hard to preserve racial harnony and nake Ml aysi a a peacef ul
country so that their children could have a good education and a stable
life.

"You must go to sone countries, especially the poorer ones and then see
how fortunate we are.



"There were 10 of us sitting at the table just now and we coul d not even
finish our food. In sone countries, people do not even have food to eat.

"I hope they (the organisers) will not throwthe food away," he said in
jest. Referring to the students, Dr Mahathir said it was good that nany
students were doing well in their studies as the country woul d need nore
know edge workers in future

However, he told themto specialise in fields which were in denmand.

Previously, he said, students with Bachel or of Arts or Master of Arts
were taken into inportant positions in the civil service.

Ti mes have, however, changed and such positions now required applicants
to be nore specialised.

"Now you need to have good conputer skills and the technical know how if
you want to excel in any field."

Dr Mahat hir said nany foreign organi sati ons woul d make offers to lure
the best Mal aysian brains to their countries by offering much higher
remunerati on.

He al so had the students in stitches when he told those who wi shed to go
abroad to work to do so but to cone back "with all the noney you can
nmake" .

However, Dr Mahathir, told themto bear in mind at all tinmes that
Mal aysia was their hone and it was here that they were rai sed and recei ved
their education

He said they were anong t hose who woul d have to ensure the success of
Vi si on 2020.

"I won't be around then ... but | will be hovering up there somewhere to
see what you are doing
"If I feel you are doing the wong things, | may consider bringing the

typhoon (to nake you realise)," he said, which again drew nuch | aughter
fromthe students.
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