21 MAY 2001
DPMVt Convent i on
PM TO OPEN SM FORUM I N KB

KOTA BAHARU, May 21 (Bernama) -- Sone 400 | ocal and "non-Iocal"
entrepreneurs are expected to take part in the four-day Small and Medi um
Scal e Industry (SM) convention starting here this Friday.

The president of Dewan Perniagaan Mel ayu Mal aysia (DPMM the Ml aysi an
Mal ay Chanmber of Commerce) in Kelantan, N k Abdul Rahman Nik Taib said the
DPMM sponsored convention will be declared open by the Prime Mnister,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad in conjunction with his two-day visit to
Kel antan this weekend.

In a rel ease here today, DPMM said the thene of the convention will be
"Preparing for dobal Trade with the Advent of AFTA 2003".

Ni k Abdul Rahman said that, along with the convention, a trade
exposition will be held, conbined with visits to the production premni ses
and plants of SM owners and operators in Kel ant an.

He said the aimof the convention is to make sure that SM owners and
operators are well informed on the scope and purpose of the Asean Free
Trade Area (AFTA) agreenment which conmes into force in 2003.

"The entrepreneurs nust fully understand what AFTA signifies and how
they can respond to it," he said.

According to N k Abdul Rahman, the organi sers hoped that, through the
convention, a Bumi putera SM community would energe with full understanding
of what gl obal trade and export orientation involves, especially in the
context of information technology (IT) advances.

He added that several successful congl onerates of Kelantan origin would
present working papers to share with participants their experiences and
i nsights on the changing situation. -- BERNAVA
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