27/ 08/ 2001
PM | oses race but sport w ns

Radzi Sapi ee

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad m ght have squandered the

| ead put by his teammate, Selangor Turf Cub (STC) nmaster ferrier Dennis
Kennedy in his first ever riding conpetition, the harness-driving
conmpetition at Seri Kenbangan yesterday but it didn't matter.

The point is he would |ike nore people to enbrace equestrian sports as
he had envi sioned years ago and his presence did spark nore interest,
never mnd that many present didn't even understand the sport.

Besi des, the 76-year-old | eader did conpete with a handi cap - other
teans have at npbst two persons on the specially-nmade chariots for the
i naugural while while the premer's had three including Kennedy and STC
Equestri an Chanpi onshi p chai rman Dat uk Ri chard Cham

Observers pointed out that it was better he didn't win. Kennedy chal ked
up a convincing | ead when he won the first two parts of the harness-
driving conpetition on Thursday and Saturday but Dr Mahathir's slow ride
made themfinish fifth overall

"Ct herwi se, sone m ght accuse the organi sers or people involve of
handi ng a hollow victory to the PMjust because he is the WIP. |'msure
he woul dn't want that as it woul d beat the purpose of himconpeting - to
get nore people to pronpbte equestrian sports,” one said.

Nevert hel ess, the Prinme Mnister's teamdid beat five other conpetitors
or teams. Anmir Zul kefle was the winner foll owed by Julie Barnicott.

The marat hon phase which saw Dr Mahathir controlling the horse naned
Jake with Kennedy and Cham pointing the way is considered t he nost
gruelling of the conpetition's three parts.

Dr Mahathir said equestrian sports in Ml aysia has seen a fast
devel opnent, with nore people showing interest in taking up horse-riding.

If before this the sport was often associated wi th horse-raci ng and
ganmbling, this was no | onger the case, he said.

"I't has becone popul ar as people realise of its healthy aspect. Today,
we see many equestrian clubs and conpetitions which goes to show that the
public are showi ng nore interest."

Earlier, Dr Mahat hir opened the harness driving centre at the club.

He said he wanted to see nore people try harness-driving or horse-riding
in general and appl auded STC for setting up the centre in a record 21
days.

Nati onal Equi ne Council secretary Malik Jerem ah had sai d harness-
driving is one of the events they hope would get nore people to enbrace
equestrian sports.
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