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Mahat hi r - Opposi tion
PM LABELS "BARI SAN ALTERNATI F' AS AN | M TATI ON FRONT

KUALA LUMPUR, July 7 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
| abel l ed the four-party "Barisan Alternatif" opposition alliance as an
"imtation front" which has failed to copy the Barisan Nasional (BN
concept of cooperation due to the insincerity and deceit of the respective
parties.

The prime mnister said that the BN (National Front) was a uni que
coalition of 13 component parties as it had succeeded in forging strong
cooperati on which had endured over the years and recogni sed by the outside
wor | d.

"It seens that all this while the opposition parties have been
observing the outcone of the BN style of cooperation and now strive to
enbrace each other to forge an alliance even though they are fierce
enem es, never having a common goal

"For as along as they fail to cooperate, these opposition parties
cannot possibly defeat the BN. In the 2004 election, we will say goodbye to
the imtation front. Inmtation goods are never of quality,” he said in his
keynot e address at the one-day Fourth BN Convention at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre here

The opposition alliance calling itself the "Barisan Alternatif"
(Alternative Front) conprises PAS, DAP, Keadilan and PRM

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chairman, said that the intention of the
opposition alliance to copy the approaches adopted by the BN had failed
because they only use each other in the interest of their respective
parties.

He said that Keadilan, for instance, was even prepared to allow itself
to be deceived by PAS and DAP.

"It's nost shaneful as far as Keadilan is concerned. The world thinks
that this is the party which is going to replace Umo. It's only a
dream ..dreaming in the daytime.

"What is actually happening is that the DAP and PAS are trying to use
Keadilan to win the support of certain quarters for their respective
parties and today we can see how PAS has succeeded in using Keadilan," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that the DAP al so had not escaped from bei ng used by
PAS but the DAP had not realised that the Chinese conmunity had rejected
the party because of its cooperation with PAS

He said this was proven when DAP top |l eaders LimKit Siang and Karpa
Singh lost in the 1999 general election

"PAS | eaders are very cunning...they managed to use the DAP. They
enbraced Kit Siang physically...in actual fact they are using Kit Siang,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said that PAS actions in using its partners in the
opposition alliance had resulted in the DAP being ousted as opposition
| eader in the Dewan Rakyat with Limbeing replaced by PAS president Datuk
Fadzi| Nor.

"Even the seats have changed. | believe the DAP's existence has
ended. .. goodbye DAP. For as long the DAP allows itself to be used by PAS
the party will not survive," he said.
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