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PM Weed out el ements poi soning mnds of students
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MALACCA, Wed. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad wants
teachers to weed out undesirable el enents which are creeping into schools
and educational institutions.

He said these el enents were poisoning the mnds of students to go
agai nst the Government and they were the result of negative influences
absorbed by sone teachers.

"They (sone teachers) ignore the national agenda as they have been
i nfl uenced by other agenda," he said in his speech at the Nati onal
Teachers Day cel ebration held at the Banquet Hall of the Seri Negeri
conpl ex i n Ayer Keroh.

This year's thenme is "Uplifting the teaching profession is a joint
responsibility".

Dr Mahathir said the actions of sone teachers were influenced by
accusations that the Government was "not perfect" and, to sone Mislim
teachers, the Government was "un-Islanic".

He nmade it clear that under a parliamentary denocratic adm nistration,
the Governnment staff nust be professional and carry out all directives and
policies w thout abusing their positions.

"If its machinery is not professional, any Governnment will fail and the
country cannot be run properly."

He said any Governnent el ected under such a situation would also face
simlar problens as it would not be getting undivided |loyalty fromthe
admi ni strative machi nery.

"Those who becone victinms will be the people and the country. Teachers
will also suffer the consequences as they are also part of the society.”

Dr Mahathir said while the Government staff could choose to differ in
their political views, they nust not allow their disagreenment to influence
the responsibilities entrusted in them

Gover nnent servants, he explained, nust inplement all directives and
policies of a new Governnent if the people decided to change the
Gover nment .

"By doing this, although the Governnment and policies are changed, the
adm ni strators as well as teachers can continue to contribute effectively
to the country's adninistration."

Dr Mahathir reiterated that the allegations that the present Governnent
was unlslamc and did not give priority to religious teaching were
basel ess.

"Al'l subjects being taught in schools and universities are inter-rel ated
and necessary. In fact, they are demanded by the religion."

He said it was also a fact that the Muslins had been easily oppressed
and killed by their enem es because they neglected their responsibility to
seek know edge. "The all egations that the Government is giving too much
priority to worldly matters are basel ess and therefore shoul d be rejected
by all parties."

He descri bed those who rejected this world on the grounds that the
Muslinms could not live "in perfection" and unable to carry out the
religious obligation as "traitors of Islamand the Mislinms".

The Prime M nister urged teachers to give attention to these issues and
act accordingly so that they could contribute towards the devel opnent of
t he peopl e and the nation

He al so called on the people to help the teachers in their efforts in



nation-buil ding and not use themas tools for certain interests.

Dr Mahathir said one of the Governnment's efforts to i nprove the inmage
and performances of the teaching profession was through the establishnment
of the "Functional Intellectual Community" progranme.

Under this programe, the teachers and Education Mnistry staff are
provided with educational opportunities to take post-graduate courses.

This is to enable themto gain nore know edge so that they can
contribute effectively to the betterment of the people and the country.

He said such progranmes woul d be weakened if the country was faced with
various threats fromWstern neo-col onialismand the influences of the
borderl ess worl d.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke on the need for a new workforce - know edge
wor kers - who used their know edge to performthe basic jobs w thout
relying solely on skills al one.

"Informati on gained fromour jobs will give us the opportunity to
i mprove our performance, resulting in better outcone in terns of quality
and | oner cost."

He sai d computer know edge, for exanple, would help accelerate data
processi ng, making the results accurate.

Dr Mahathir said to produce know edge workers who are conputer literate
the teachers nust first be prepared to learn this skill.

"Teachers must be prepared to receive continuous training so that they
can have up-to-date information on the ever changi ng new t echnol ogi es.

"Teachers who are prepared to face the chall enge (of equi pping
t hensel ves with new t echnol ogi es) can | ook forward to good returns," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir wanted the teachers to becone a notivating factor in hel ping
to instil good readi ng habits anong the peopl e.

This, he said, was inportant as access to infornmati on was now
facilitated with the advent of the Internet.

In a globalised world, he said, a nation would be weak if the people
were not know edgeable and this would lead to the country bei ng col oni sed
once agai n.
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