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PMon need to explain policies to the people

Sar ban Si ngh; Arni Abdul Razak

KUALA LUVPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad today told
Information Mnistry officials to work harder in explaining Gover nment
policies to the people.

The Prime Mnister said this was necessary as sone irresponsible parties
bent on discrediting the Governnent would attenpt to m sl ead the people by
deliberately msinterpreting policies.

This woul d confuse the people, who woul d eventual |y becone suspi ci ous of
the Governnent's genui ne concerns.

"Sonme irresponsi ble people are all the tinme trying hard to influence the
peopl e and m sl ead t hem

"They say the Governnent's policies only benefitted a handful of people
and not all Ml aysians. Al though this is not true, the people may
eventually believe it if they are not told the right situation," he said.

He said if the mnistry failed to do this, it would not only affect its
credibility but that of the Governnent too.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to Information Mnisty staff at Angkasapuri

Citing exanples, Dr Mahathir sai d when the Governnent introduced the New
Econom c Policy in 1970, sone quarters said it would only benefit a few

"So many interpretations and versions were told to the people. But our
intentions were to have an equal distribution of wealth anong al
Mal aysi ans and to reduce poverty.

"Al though the NEP had been very successful in nmeeting its objectives,
some still went on to say that the NEP was unfair," he said.

Dr Mahathir said by using its network, the Information Mnistry can show
the people the fruits of the NEP whi ch had benefitted millions of
Mal aysi ans and not a handful who were allegedly close to the Government.

Citing exanples, he said many Bum putera students who were able to
pursue their tertiary education both here and abroad eventual |y becane
prof essi onal s hol di ng i nportant positions.

"We have distributed the country's wealth to seven mllion Ml aysians by
distributing RVbO billion worth of shares through Pernodal an Nasi ona
Berhad (under its schemes),"” he said, adding that they were al so given
licences and pernmits to do business.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant for Information officials to explain
i ssues to the peopl e because they may need tinme to grasp policies and
i ssues announced by the Gover nnment.

"Some things may happen before their very eyes but they may not
understand them ..soneti nes they need soneone el se to explain these issues
to them thoroughly.

"We al so need to report all aspects of our nation in a bal anced nanner
by giving attention to problens as well as successes. This way, the people
will get to know what is really happening," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the fact that the country's three |largest comunities
and nore than 100 ethnic groups had lived in peace since the NEP was
| aunched was testinbny to its success.

"Generally, all Ml aysians have benefitted one way or another. W did
not take sonething that bel onged to the non-Buni putera and gave it to the
Bum putera or vice-versa

"All we wanted was to have equality anong Ml aysi ans,"” he sai d.

Citing exanples, Dr Mahathir said although the Federal Constitution said
that Islamwas the country's official religion, other communities were



al so accorded religious freedom

Simlarly, although Bahasa Mal aysia was the official |anguage, other
| anguages were al so allowed to be used and taught in schools.

He said if the Governnent did not get the co-operation of al
Mal aysi ans, its aimof transformng Malaysia into a devel oped country by
2020 woul d not materialise.

Mnistry officials were al so given an opportunity to have a di al ogue
with the Prine M nister.

To a question on how RTM coul d becone nore rel evant since there were two
private tel evision stations, Dr Mahathir said although RTM had some
important roles to play such as di ssem nating Governnent news, it could
still become the premier tel evision station.

He said the private stations probably had different approaches in
representing programes to attract viewers.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had to allow private stations to operate
as it wanted to be nore |iberal and provide conpetition.

He said RTM coul d beconme nunmber one as it had a huge budget allocation
and experienced staff.

To anot her question on the future of the local filmindustry, Dr
Mahat hir sai d producers should try joining forces and i nternationalising
t heir productions.

“In the United States, although they have only two or three studios,

t hey produce novies with budgets running into nmillions of dollars.

"However in Malaysia, | was told we have so many studi os owned by
smal | er conpani es. However, their average budget for a novie is only
RMB00, 000. So how are you going to pronote and market your novie?," he
sai d.

He said at last count, there were 90 fil mproduction conpanies in
Mal aysi a whi ch produced a total of only between 15 and 20 novi es per year.

Dr Mahathir was also told of problens faced by information officers who
could not explain certain Government policies and i ssues as they
t hensel ves were kept in the dark or did not get the green |ight to do so.

"If there are issues you don't understand, refer it to a panel at the
m nistry.

"This way, you will be able to get whatever information you require and
then explain it to the people,” he said, adding that they shoul d not
attenpt to explain issues which they thensel ves were ignorant of.
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