31/ 03/ 2001

PM Governnent won't borrow to rai se sal aries

SEREMBAN, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said it
woul d be neani ngl ess for the Governnent to agree on pay rise for civil
servants if it has to borrow noney for the purpose.

"OF course we want their pay to be increased but if we have to take
loans to do this, then the country will face a | ot of problens.”

Saying that the salary of CGovernment servants in Ml aysia was better and
hi gher than their counterparts in other devel oping nations, Dr Mhathir
said the people would be di sappointed if the Governnent was not able to
provide themwi th infrastructure due to debts.

Mal aysi a woul d be richer and the Governnent woul d be able to coll ect
nore taxes fromprivate conpanies if the civil servants continued to work
hard to i nprove quality and productivity.

Speaking at a dinner hosted by the State Governnment in conjunction with
his one-day working visit to the State tonight, the Prinme M nister added
that efficiency and professionalismon the part of the civil servants
woul d lead to i nproved productivity.
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