03 SEP 2001
PM Message
PM RECORDS MESSAGE FOR ABU ASI A- PACI FI C ROBOT CONTEST

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
recorded a nmessage for the second Preparatory Committee Meeting of the ABU
(Asi a Broadcasting Union) Asia-Pacific Robot Contest in Penang.

NHK Japan executive director Sekine Akiyoshi, who nmet Dr Mhathir
today, said the nessage was recorded to enlist the prime mnister's support
for the the contest, which will held in Tokyo next year.

"Thi s uni que project was proposed by Katsuji Ebiwa, president of
NHK- Japan and ABU president, and was endorsed at the Sydney General
Assenbly in 1999," he said in the statenent rel eased by the NHK of fice
here.

The ABU Asi a-Pacific Robot Contest, the first of its kind in the world,
i s schedul ed next August or Septenber with NHK Japan as the host
br oadcaster.

The contest is a kind of intellectual entertainnment where students from
all over Asia and the Pacific region are given a conmon set of conpetition
rules, which requires themto build their robot using their imagination,
creativity, skill and a limted budget.

Dr Mahathir, in his nessage, said Malaysia was very interested in the
conpetition as it would contribute towards upgradi ng techni cal know how in
terns of nodern automated technol ogy.

"The government of Malaysia is fully supportive of this and we will do
what we can to make sure that the Mal aysi an people will particapte in this
contest," he said.

He al so hoped that the contest woul d enabl e Mal aysi ans to get proper
exposure to this area of technology and at the sane tine be able to know
what was happening in other countries in the devel opnent of this
t echnol ogy.

The preparatory neeting tonmorrow will be attended by 40 del egates from
19 menber organi sations.
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