28 JUN 2001
Mahat hir-Hatr ed
PM REM NDS MALAYS AND CHI NESE NOT TO BE TRAPPED

PENANG, June 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad toni ght
rem nded the Chinese and Mal ays not to be trapped by the DAP and PAS
attenpts to instigate them agai nst the governnment and Bari san Nasi ona
(BN) .

Actually, the Prime Mnister said, the governnent and BN had been very
fair by giving equal treatnment to all races in the country.

Speaking at a neeting with state BN | eaders here, he said the DAP which
had lost their top leaders in the | ast general elections in 1999 had been
brai nwashi ng the Chi nese community to hate the government.

Everyt hing that the governnent had done such as the criticisns
descri bing an extrem st Chi nese group as communi sts for maki ng demands
whi ch had hurt the Mal ays had been turned into an issue and interpreted as
a criticismagainst the whol e Chi nese comunity, he said.

Dr Mahathir said various other issues such as the ones over the SRIK
C na Damansara, the vision schools and the takeover of the Nanyang Si ang
Pau and China Press by the MCA had al so been turned into issues so that the
Chi nese community woul d hate the government.

He al so remi nded the Malays to be wary of the ploys by PAS which had
al ways opposed what ever devel opment efforts undertaken by the government.

He said when tarred roads were built in the villages, they would say
that these roads could not be eaten and instead used themto dry padi

Ever since PAS rul ed Kel antan, there had never been clean water supply
for the people in the state to drink and thus the people should realise
whet her it was wise to give the party an opportunity to rule whereas they
did not know how to be thankful, he said.

Dr Mahathir said PAS had also instilled the feeling of hatred agai nst
t he governnment and Umo by instigating children right fromthe kindergarten
st age.

"When their children pursue higher education in universities, they take
up the schol arship offered by the government but |ater curse the
governnent," he said.

The Prime Mnister said this was done so that during the next genera
el ection in 2003 or 2004, the Chinese and Mal ays would reject BN while top
DAP | eaders LimKit Siang and Karpal Singh would win back the el ection

Thus he urged all BN conponent parties to nove in one organi sation that
forged a strong alliance.

He said matters such as the allocation of seats and appointnment to
posts shoul d not be disputed because all conponent party |eaders nust have
cl ose cooperati on and under st andi ng.

"I'f such matters |lead to squabbles, we will becone weak and |l ose in the
general election,” he said while urging the Penang BN to cl ose ranks and
uphol d the principle of supporting anyone who had been chosen as BN
candi dates in the com ng general election

He said the opposition tried to enulate the concept and understandi ng
reached by the BN conponent parties but in fact failed as denonstrated by
Kar pal Singh who frequently questioned (Terengganu Menteri Besar) Haji Hadi
Awang' s statenents.
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