11 NOV 2001
Mahat hi r - US
PM REGRETS US' MOVE

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 11 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday expressed regret over the US nove in placing greater focus
on Muslins and Islamc countries in its counter-terrori sm neasures.

He said this was nost unfortunate as it was now general ly known t hat
there were also terrorists who were non-Misli ns.

"It would appear as if nore and nore focus has been placed on Mislins
and |slamc countries.

"This is rather regrettabl e because we know t hat even now there are
terrorists who are non-Muslins,"” he told reporters after participating in
t he Royal Mal aysi a Police/ Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad international endurance
ride 2001 at the Universiti Tenaga Nasional (Uniten) canpus here.

He was asked to conment on the US State Departnent’'s nove to place visa
restrictions on Muslimnen from Mal aysia and 24 other countries to tighten
immgration policies in the wake of the Sept 11 terrorist attacks, from
next week.

The 24 countries are Afghanistan, Al geria, Bahrain, DOjibouti, Egypt,
Eritrea, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mbrocco,
Oman, Paki stan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, United
Arab Emrates and Yenen.

US Secretary of State Colin Powell was quoted by news agenci es as
saying that the rules would be tenporary to nmake sure that Americans were
saf e.

VWen the rules conme into effect, male Mislins aged between 16 and 45
fromthe 25 Islam c countries planning to go to the US would have to
conplete a detail ed questionaire and would have to wait for 20 days for
their visas.

Dr Mahathir said that at the nonent, it was not clear whether the US
was a target of terrorist groups.

"Maybe their target is not the United States. But we also know that in
&l ahoma, the person responsible for the expl osion and destruction was a
non-Miuslim A |large nunber of people were also killed there.

"I do hope that this is a tenporary nove," he said.

DAP chairman LimKit Siang said the US State Departnent's visa
restrictions are both basel ess and unfair.

He said it could only strengthen international opinion that the US was
conducting a war between the West and Islamin its response to the Sept 11
terrorist attacks.

"The US State Departnent could not have come out with nore crude, blunt
and insensitive visa restrictions which tantamount to putting all the male
Musl i m nen between the ages of 16 and 45 anmong the 1.3 billion Miuslins in
the world on notice that they are all suspected as potential terrorists
until they are declared "cleared" by the terrorist task force in
Washi ngton," he said in a statenent.

Sayi ng parliament should take a serious view of the US visa
restrictions, he suggested that an all-party del egati on shoul d be sent to
protest to the United States anbassador
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