27/ 12/ 2001

PM saddened by report (HL)

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, saddened
by a |l ocal newspaper report about a plot to assassinate him said such
sensationalised reporting could affect the country's econony.

"I have no information about it. | amsad that there are people
sensational i sing news that can have repercussions on the econony," he said
after recording his New Year nessage at the Prine Mnister's Ofice today.

The Sun yesterday frontpaged a story of a plot to assassinate the Prinme
M ni ster and his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi in a nonth or two
involving a hired killer nicknamed "Raj a Cormando".

Ber nanma quoted Dr Mahathir as saying that the report, which was picked
up and circul ated worl dwi de by forei gn news agenci es, gave foreigners the
i mpression that Mal aysia was infested with terrorists who coul d nmake
anyone their target.

"This is not the situation in Malaysia," the Prinme Mnister said,
enphasi si ng that the newspaper concerned was duty-bound to first alert the
pol i ce upon knowi ng of any assassination plot instead of junmping to
sensati onal i se unsubstanti ated stories.

Dr Mahathir said: "If | see a person carrying a pistol, | will not
report in the newspaper that | saw a pistol-toting man today goi ng out to
kill soneone.

"This is not the way," he said noting that a proper way would be to
| odge a police report so that an arrest could be made. This is not done.
The priority is howto sell the newspaper by sensationalising a story."

Meanwhi | e, Firdaus Abdul | ah reports from Kuantan that Abdull ah has
called on the nmedia to be nore responsi ble and not spread unsubstanti ated
rumours which could be detrinmental to the nation.

"The medi a shoul d appreciate their freedomand not abuse it. If a
certai n newspaper has such information, particularly on a very serious
matter, then the information should be forwarded to the police.

"You (nedia) cannot spread runours of that nature and if you have any
i nformati on you nmust informthe police, otherwi se you are creating a
situation which is not in the best interest of the country and the
peopl e, "™ Abdull ah, who is al so Hone M nister, said.

Speaking to the nmedia after a half-day working visit to the flood-hit
areas today, Abdullah said police had no information of the all eged
assasi nation plot prior to the news report.

"The report is the only informati on we have and since it is is very
serious police have started their investigations based on that," he said.

"W want to know why such a story was created, who created it... because
it is very bad for the country." Abdull ah said such reports could al so
pronpt certain quarters to nake all kinds of negative assunptions and
al | egati ons about Ml aysi a.
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