10 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - St and
PM SAYS SI LENT MAJORI TY SHOULD VA CE UP OPPCSI TI ON TO STREET DEMOS

PUTRAJAYA, March 10 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad sai d Mal aysi ans who oppose street denonstrations should state their
stand if they want to see peace preserved in the country.

He said by keeping silent they only gave the perpetrators the
i npression that they had the bl essing and support of those who were
actually anti-street denpnstrations.

"Some quarters argue that if they condemm street denonstrations they
woul d appear to be pro-governnent. This does not necessarily nean so, but
(it means that) they are sinply peace-loving," he said.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at a neeting with a 21-nmenber del egation from
silat and martial arts associations at Seri Perdana, the prinme mnister's
of ficial residence here today.

Earlier, the delegation, claimng to represent about 5.3 mllion
martial arts exponents of various races nation-w de, handed over to the
prime mnister a menorandumcalling for a stop to street denonstrations
pl anned by any political party.

The del egation al so decl ared support and loyalty to the el ected
government in the interest of prolonged peace and national stability.

Dr Mahathir said disenchanted citizens coul d change t he gover nnent
t hrough general el ections.

"I'n Mal aysia, there is no restriction on choosing who should be the
governnent," he said.

The prime mnister cited past exanples of the opposition ruling Penang
and Sabah and now Kel ant an and Terengganu are opposition-run states.

Dr Mahathir said toppling the governnent through street denonstrations
woul d not benefit anyone except that any senbl ance of disorder would only
frighten away investors, both |ocal and foreign

"All will eventually |ose out when the country is destabilised," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the government of the day was legitimately el ected by
t he people through a general election which gave the ruling party
two-thirds majority.

He said a government illegally installed would al so be simlarly
unseated by dissatisfied groups |ater

The prime mnister said street denonstrations would al so erode the
credibility of the |aw enforcers when policenmen were chall enged and abused,
for instance.

The prime mnister advised students in particular not to all ow
t hensel ves to be tools to organisers of street denonstrations.

"Whil e we have fought hard to gain i ndependence so that they can
acqui re know edge, there are others who instigate themto denonstrate," he
sai d.

Getting involved in street denonstrations only showed that students
wer e unappreciative of the opportunities and fundi ng provided by the
governnment for themto get educated, said Dr Mahathir who |ikened the
situation to throwi ng noney down the drain.

The prime mnister advised nmartial art organisations in the country to
rem nd their nmenbers, especially students to concentrate on their studies
while mastering the art of self-defence.

"The aimis not to attack others but for self-defence and to defend
peace, " he said.



Dr Mahathir expressed appreciation to the del egation for stating its
stand of rejecting street denonstrations.

Master of Seni Silat Lincah Association of Ml aysia Datuk Qmardin
Mauj u, who | ed the del egati on, handed over the menorandumto Dr Mahathir.

Senior officials of the national Shito-Ryu Karate-Do,

Coshi n- Ryu- Kar at e, Shorin-Ryu Karate, Kokusai Jujutsu Ryu associations, the
A obal Taekwondo Confederation of Ml aysia, Yoshinkan Aikido and the Kal ari
Payat Associ ation of Ml aysia were also in the del egation.

Meanwhi | e, at the nmeeting Dr Sabree Salleh of the Ml aysi an Taekwondo
Conf eder ati on was appoi nted foundi ng chairman of the Waja Diri Council of
Mal aysi a, a proposed unbrella body for all the silat and nmartial art
organi sations represented in the delegation to today's neeting with Dr
Mahat hir .

Dr Sabree requested Dr Mahathir to be council patron and in response
the prime mnister said his office would positively consider the
i nvitation.
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