22 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r - Yenen
PM SAYS ENCOUNTER W TH DESERT FLASH FLOOD A MEMORABLE EXPERI ENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 22 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said encountering a desert flash flood during his first
official visit to Yenen |ast week was an extraordi nary experience.

Due to the flash flood, he had to be ferried by helicopter for his date
wi th Mal aysian | aw students at the Al -Ahgaf University in Ta'arim about
40km from Seiyun town in the flood-hit Hadhranout region follow ng heavy
rain at several places there.

Dr Mahathir visited Yemen for four days from Aug 15 before proceedi ng
to Uganda to attend the G obal 2001 Snmart Partnership International
Di al ogue i n Kanpal a.

Rel ati ng his experience to reporters upon returning from Kanpal a t oday,
Dr Mahathir said close ties between Yenen and Ml aysia evol ved not only in
t he course of propagating |Islambut al so because several Mal aysi ans are of
Yenmeni descent, including those instrunmental in setting up Umo.

These dignitaries include the | ate Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Syed Nasir
Ismail and the late Umo Youth chief Tan Sri Syed Jaafar Al bar who were
both of Yeneni descent.

In fact, Dr Mahathir said, there is a sizeable nunber of Yenenis who
can converse in Malay and peopl e of Yeneni descent are found in several
countries, including Saudi Arabia, Indonesia and Ml aysi a.

For instance, he said descendants of the Al-Sagof and Al -Junied Yeneni
famlies in Singapore are very wealthy and successful.
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