03/ 11/ 2001
PMwiting to Bush urging a halt to strikes

Ram an Sai d; Ai non Mohd

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad today said he woul d be
witing to President George W Bush to ask the United States to stop its
bonbi ngs of Af ghani st an.

The Prime Mnister said this was one of the things he said to Barisan
Nasi onal MPs during a neeting at his office earlier today.

However, he did not say when the letter would be sent.

As early as Oct 12, Dr Mahathir had urged the US to stop its mlitary
oper ations agai nst Afghani stan, saying it has so far killed only innocent
Af ghans instead of terrorists.

| ndonesi an Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri yesterday joi ned an
i ncreasi ng chorus of voices calling for a halt to the bonbing.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after chairing an Umo suprene counci
nmeeting at Menara Dato' Onn, Dr Mahathir, who is party president, said al
parties had adopted a common stand in condeming terrorism

On DAP chairman LimKit Siang' s renmarks that the Dewan Rakyat had fail ed
to make a common stand on terrorismand the US attacks despite being in
session for the last five weeks, Dr Mahathir said such a stand al ready
exi st ed.

"There is a commpn stand ... all parties in Ml aysia condemed
terrorism They al so opposed the US attacks. The only difference is that
sonme hel d denonstrations (to protest) while others did not."

Dr Mahathir said the Institute of Strategic and International Studies
woul d be organising a conference on terrorismon Nov 16 and 17, and Unmo
woul d be taking part.

"Umo will give its input. | will also explain the Governnent's stand on
the matter and views of world's | eaders on terrorism?™

Dr Mahathir felt a comobn stand opposing terrorismcould be nmade at the
concl usi on of the conference.
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