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KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 12 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today said that a new code of ethics and norality shoul d
be devised to ensure know edge and information served the people nore
ef fectively.

He said in the nad rush towards a global information society, the
guestion of ethics and norality should be considerd.

"Unl ess we are taught how to handl e know edge well, know edge wi ||
spel |l disaster for us," he said when opening the 36th Southeast Asia
M ni sters of Education Organi sati on (SEAMEOQ Council Conference here.

Dr Mahathir said the advances made by information technol ogy had nade
the I ocation of learning centres | ess relevant than before.

Recorded know edge can be accessed freely and conpletely from anywhere,
he said.

"It is said that anybody can | earn how to nake a nucl ear bonb by
accessing the witings and records avail able through the Internet,” said Dr
Mahat hir .

In spite of this, one could not stop the on-rush of the information
age, the Prine Mnister said.

" If we reject know edge then we will be dom nated by those who will
acqui re maxi num know edge. As with other gl obalisation aspects, the
gl obal i sati on of knowl edge is inevitable. W reject it at our own peril."

He al so said ethics and norality should be globalised and taught as a
conpul sory subject to everyone

On SEAMEO, Dr Mahathir said the organi sation needed to remain dynamc
and self-reliant in order to deal with the chall enges posed in the 21st
century.

"There is an urgent need for us to clarify and inplenment our strategic
policies to cope with the nultifaceted gl obalisation and the nounting
demands nmade on our resources by advances in ICT," he said.

Dr Mahathir said SEAMEO had nade great strides in nmeeting its goals
since its formation in 1965 and its goals were still relevant.

However, the strategies that it enployed to realise the goals nay have
to change because of changi ng needs and new demands, he said.

For instance, SEAMEO could play a leading role in exploring ways to
restructure education systens to neet the human resource demands of an
E- commerce or K-econony.

Dr Mahathir al so proposed that the 14 Regi onal Centres of SEAMEO coul d
| ook into ways of hel ping nenber countries set up their own Centres of
Excel  ence that would cater to the uni que needs of each nmenber country.

Thi s was because SEAMEO conpri sed nmenber states that ranged across a
broad soci o- econom ¢ spectrum -- countries whose econom es were at
di fferent stages of devel opnent.

"Therefore, the first challenge we face is to narrow the econom c gap
anong SEAMEO nmenber states. Unless we are able to do this, the new gl oba
forces will push us further apart,"” said Dr Mahathir.

He said there was al so a need to understand these forces which went
under the collective-term™"globalisation" and howto handle it and its
abuses.

"No doubt the deepening econom c integration, increasing econonic
openness and grow ng econom ¢ interdependence is a good thing but it nust
not be done at the expense of neighbours who |ack the resources to conpete



in a free-for-all open narket."

"dobalisation will only benefit everyone if we have equal capacity to
conpete,” added Dr Mahathir.

SEAMEO gr oupi ng Asean countries was established to pronote cooperation
i n education, science and culture in the region.

Its six associate menber countries are Australia, Canada, France,

CGermany, the Netherlands and New Zeal and and an affiliate nmenber -- the
International Council for Open Learning and Di stant Education (I CDE).
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