29 OCT 2001
Mahat hi r - Wat er
PM SUGGESTS R & D I N WATER MANAGEMENT FOR DEVELOPI NG COUNTRI ES

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
suggested the creation of a body representing devel opi ng countries tasked
wi th research and devel opnent of water and waste water nanagenent.

The Prime Mnister said such an organi sation could be of assistance to
devel opi ng countries in need of advice on water and environnenta
managenent .

He said there should perhaps be a policy governing the regul ati ons and
managenent of water resources in devel oping countries.

"We do not want to obstruct devel opnent but we mnmust be careful and
skil ful in the managenment of our water resources,” he said when opening the
I nternational Water Association (1WA Conference on Water and Waste \Water
for Devel opi ng Countries here.

Dr Mahathir said devel oping countries could learn a ot from each ot her
and coul d avoid the m stakes of sone devel oped countries and al so their own
(devel opi ng countries) from being repeated by other countries.

He said the concern of environnmentalists who want to keep rivers in
their pristine state was appreciated but it was not always possible to do
so in a country that was devel opi ng as fast as Ml aysi a.

"We need |iving space for our expandi ng popul ati on. The approach shoul d
not be through stopping devel opnent but through careful planning and due
consi deration for the preservation of supply and quality of water," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said it was entirely possible to do this and the people as
wel | as the governnent nust bear the costs involved if the quality of life
was to be preserved

The Prime Mnister said poverty was the greatest cause of water
pollution and traditionally rivers had been regarded as a natural sewage
system

He said even though people were poor, they must learn to di spose of
wast e by ot her neans.

"It is a problemof culture. If cleanliness is part of the culture of
t he people, then the pollution of rivers can be prevented," he said.

To underline Malaysia's coimmtnent to water and waste water managenent,
Dr Mahathir said the governnment set up the National Water Resources Counci
in 1998 to ensure that water resources would be managed nore efficiently
and effectively froman integrated perspective.

He said the country had al ready adopted river basin nanagenent approach
and no | onger perceive rivers alone and in isolation

"Qur main target is to inprove river water quality while maintaining
the flowrate at the required | evel using regul ated dans et cetera,"” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir added that by inproving the quality of water in rivers,
nore water could be obtained fromdownstream parts of rivers for treatnent
and to neet ever increasing demands for water.

Among the topics to be discussed at the three-day conference are sludge
managenent, water |oss nmanagenent and human resource devel opnent in the
wat er and waste sector.

It is organised by, anong others, the IWA Environnental Mnagenent and
Research Associ ation of Ml aysia, Ml aysian Water Association, Universiti
Teknol ogi Mal aysia and Murdoch University's Environnental Technol ogy Centre
of Australi a.



- - BERNAMA
MAM AZZ RM



	PM SUGGESTS R & D IN WATER MANAGEMENT FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES (Bernama 29/10/2001)

