02 MAR 2001

PM TO OPEN SABAH BUM PUTERA ECONOM C CONGRESS

KOTA Kl NABALU, March 2 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad is expected to open the Sabah Bum putera Econom c Congress
2001 here end of the nonth.

Presi dent of the Sabah Bum putera Chanber of Conmerce Datuk Ahmad Al
Lope Abdul Aziz said today the prime mnister would al so present a keynote
address at the congress.

The congress, to be held in March 24 and 25, was inportant because it
woul d di scuss several issues regarded as stunbling bl ocks to the success of
bum put era businessnmen all this while, he said in a statenent here.

He said nine working papers would be tabled at the conference, covering
topics like the issues, challenges and prospects of devel oping the small -
and nedi um scal e industries (SMs) in Sabah and the inpact of globalisation
on the Asean economi es.

The congress was originally schedul ed for Novenber |ast year.

The secretariat has so far received participation from 650 peopl e.
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