01/ 07/ 2001

PMto cl ose | eadershi p synposi umat UM as pl anned

SHAH ALAM Sat. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad wi |l cl ose
a | eadership synposiumat Universiti Ml aya tonmorrow as schedul ed, despite
clainms that a denpnstration by students was being planned to protest his
visit.

"I will go... the university does not belong to them al one.

"l also have a right because if not for our efforts, they will not be
able to study there... so don't think UM bel ongs to them"

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, was speaking at a Press
conference shortly after opening the Sel angor Umo's 10th conventi on.

Yesterday, fire razed the university's Dewan Tunku Cansel or.

The authorities have not yet discounted it to be the work of arsonists.

It was reported that anti-government |eaflets were being distributed to
students in connection with the two-day event, "Sinposium Penegasan Arah
Tuju ldealisma Mahasi swa D Al af Baru"

About 3,000 students from15 | ocal universities and private institutions
of higher |earning, academnicians, religious figure and promi nent | eaders
are participating in the synposium organi sed by Yayasan Pengger ak
Vawasan.

On the squabbl e between Pas and DAP over the former's plans to set up an
Islamic state if the Qpposition was to formthe Governnment, Dr Mhathir
said the inconmpatibility of both parties was well known.

"One side wants one thing while the other wants sonething el se.
Eventual ly, they will quarrel," he stated.

On contention by the Opposition that Barisan Nasional was mani pul ating
the issue to create a further rift between Pas and DAP, Dr Mahathir said
the Opposition could say whatever they Iiked.

"Since they say it is mani pul ated by BN, don't bother about it... let it
go.
"The DAP should (then) allow Pas to set up an Islam c state where they
will abolish all civil courts... then they can try Kit Siang (DAP chairman
LimKit Siang) in the syariah court.”

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to coment on the re-appointnent of Kofi
Annan as the United Nations secretary-general, to which he said Ml aysia
supported the decision of the world' s body.

"It is appropriate that he continues. W don't have any ot her
candi date,” he said.

On whet her the secretary-general has perforned well, Dr Mahathir felt
any UN secretary-general would face difficulties because the deci sions
were nmade by the Security Council and powerful nations.

"So, it is difficult for himto do what he thinks is right. He has to do
what ot her people instruct himto do," he said.

Annan was unani nmously appoi nted yesterday by the UN General Assenbly for
a second five-year term six nonths before his present term expires.

The Prime M nister also confirned the appoi ntmrent of former Umo
i nformation chief Datuk Yusof Nor as the new chairnman of Fel da.

( END)
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