02 APR 2001
Mahat hi r- Agricul ture
PM TELLS PRI VATE SECTOR TO EXPLO T PUBLI C RESEARCH | NSTI TUTE FI NDI NGS

KUALA LUMPUR, April 2 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad wants the private sector to make full use of findings of
public research and devel opnment (R&D) institutes in conmercial ventures for
the benefit of both parties and al so the country.

He said that the private sector could adopt the findings of public
research institutes |like the Ml aysian Agricultural Research and
Devel opnent Institute (Mardi) and nmake investnments for |arge-scale
producti on.

"Mardi has adequate capability and expertise in R&D...the only problem
is that not many make use of its R& findings," he told a news conference
after visiting the Mardi headquarters in Serdang near here today.

Dr Mahathir said that if the private sector were to adopt Mardi's
findings, the institute could obtain better returns which could be further
used for nore extensive research and devel opnent.

He believed that the private sector would al so be able to chal k hi gher
profits through | arge-scal e production and marketing strategy |ike better
packagi ng and pronotion.

The prime mnister said that the true benefits of Mardi's R&D findi ngs
could not be fully appreciated for as long as efforts at establishing
commercial agricultural ventures fail to materialise.

Dr Mahathir said he had full confidence that Ml aysia's agricultural
produce had very vast commercial potential including Mardi's |atest R&D
findings that the hibiscus cannabi nus tree had many uses.

During the visit, the prine mnister saw how high quality itenms |ike
dur abl e paper, chipboard, aninmal feed and fibre glass could be produced
fromthe bark of the tree.

Dr Mahathir also said the government was giving a lot of attention to
agriculture but people were nore keen to buy and sell shares as an easy way
out .

If people were nore serious in agriculture, it wuld be easier to nake
it as an engi ne of econom c growth, he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that the government was aware that the salary
paid to Mardi's researchers or scientists was |lower than those in
uni versities or the private sector.

As such, he said, the government was prepared to conduct a study to
ensure that they remained with Mardi in view of the fact that many were
interested to join the academ c field where there were nore chances for
pronot i on.

Meanwhi |l e, Agriculture M nister Datuk Mhamed Effendi Norwawi said that
Mardi shoul d be conpetitive to attract researchers.

On the possibility of the private sector adopting Mardi's R& fi ndi ngs,
Mohamed Effendi said that the Public Domain Act was under review by the
Attorney- General 's Chanbers for anmendnents to be made.

The proposed anendnents woul d hopefully pave the way for nore
participation of the private sector in researches with Mardi, he said.

Dr Mahathir spent about four hours observing Mardi's R&D findi ngs that
could be adopted for commrercial agricultural ventures.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng was
al so present at the cl ose-door discussion between Dr Mahat hir and Mardi
officials.

In conjunction with the visit, Dr Mahathir w tnessed t he exchange of



docunents between Mardi and Aowing H |l Sdn Bhd for the production of |ow
chol esterol eggs.

Mardi was represented by Agriculture Mnistry's Secretary-General Datuk
Abi Misa Asaari Mhamed Nor while Aowing Hll's chairman Datuk Annuar Misa
signed on behal f of his conpany.

Mardi will hold its open day in conjunction with its 30th anniversary
at its headquarters fromApril 5 to 8. April 6 has been fixed for the
private sector to view opportunities for cooperation with Mardi
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