05 JUN 2001
MAHATHI R- FI NANCE
PM TEMPORARI LY ASSUMES PCOSTS OF FI NANCE & SPECI AL FUNCTI ONS M NI STERS

PUTRAJAYA, June 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today said he would tenporarily assune the posts of finance
m ni ster and special functions mnister.

"This nmorning, | have witten to the secretary-general of the Mnistry
of Finance that | amnow acting as mnister of finance,”" Dr Mahathir told
reporters after a function at his office here.

The prime mnister also confirmed that Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n had resigned
fromall government posts as well as that of UMNO Treasurer.

Asked whether his (Dr Mahathir's) appoi ntnments woul d be permanent, the
prime mnister said they were only tenporary prior the appointnent of new
peopl e.

Dr Mahathir had previously been finance mnister in late 1998 after the
regi onal financial crisis erupted. -- BERNAMVA
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