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PMto firms: Support our quest for world beaters

Sar ban Si ngh

DATUK SERI Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yesterday called on nore conpanies to
conmpl enent the Government's efforts by providing sponsorship to sports
or gani sati ons.

The Prime M nister said such noble efforts would hel p the sports bodies
produce worl d cl ass athl etes.

"It is my hope that nore firnms support these organisations, particularly
those whi ch have the potential to produce world class athletes,” he said
bef ore recei ving sponsorship from 10 conpani es under the Friends of Squash
programre at his office ihn Putrajaya.

Under the programme, the conpani es woul d sponsor Ml aysi an squash
pl ayers to international tournanents as well as for devel opment progranmes
at junior |evels.

Dr Mahathir said he was glad to note that many conpani es are supporting
t he Squash Rackets Association of Malaysia (SRAM in its quest to produce
wor |l d beaters.

"W know t hat Mal aysi ans cannot excel in many sports ... naybe it is due
to our small size. Wienever we have conpetitions such as the O ynpic
Ganes, the Commonweal th and even Sea Ganes, we rarely win many gol d
silver or bronze nedals," he said in jest.

However, Dr Mahathir said with nore conpani es supporting sports
organi sations, efforts to produce nore world class athl etes woul d one day
be reali sed.

The Prime M nister also advised athletes to be equally committed in
their respective disciplines.

He said they could only taste success if they were willing to
continuously train hard.
"They nmust do serious training if they want to achi eve success ... they

have to be focused. They cannot afford to be amateurish in their approach.

"They have to devote plenty of time and energy to train, train and train
until they nmaster the gane," he said.

He said this was the only way they could bring home nmedal s and nmake
Mal aysia a form dable force in the world of sport.

Dr Mahathir said the Government, on its part, will continue to provide
financial assistance to sports organi sations.

"W will continue to provide assistance but this may not be sufficent.
That is why we want our friends fromthe corporate sector to help," he
sai d.

Later, SRAM president Datuk N k Mohanmad Din said the associati on needed
about RML million annually to send its players to conpete in internationa
tournanments and for junior devel opment progranmes.

He said al though SRAM al ready recei ve RVM600, 000 from YTL Corporation
Berhad annual ly since 1996 for its devel opnent programmes, the anobunt was
i nsuf ficent.

"Wt are very transparent. We are willing to show our accounts to our
sponsors on how the noney is spent," he said, adding that SRAM had al so
appoi nted public auditors to audit its accounts.

Earlier in his speech, N k Mohamad said SRAM were commtted to producing
wor | d chanpi ons at senior level in the near future.

"W have produced two world junior chanpions - Ong Beng Hee in 1998 and
Ni col David in 1999

"W are currently the best in Asia, having won nearly all the titles at



junior and senior |evels for nen and wonen," he said.

The conpani es whi ch nade contributions to SRAM yest erday were Maghum
Cor poration Berhad, Form s (Ml aysia) Sdn Bhd, Mil pha Sports Sdn Bhd,
Busi ness Focus Sdn Bhd, Asian Consulting G oup Sdn Bhd, Avenue Assets

Ber had, Tongkah Medi vest Sdn Bhd, Cerah Daya Sdn Bhd, NWVD Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd
and OPl Sdn Bhd.
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