13 AUG 2001
SAI D LI D- PM
PM TO LEAD TEAM TO SMART PARTNERSHI P TALKS AT KAMPALA

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 13 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi Il | ead a hi gh-powered del egation, conprising captains of
i ndustry and governnment officials to the dobal 2001 (SAID/LID) Snart
Partnership International Dialogue (SAID) in Kanpal a, Uganda from Aug
18- 21.

Participants to the four-day dial ogue, to be held at Speke Resort in
Munyonyo on the shores of Lake Victoria, some 15 km fromthe Ugandan
capital, would brainstormon "Enhancing the Cimate for Foreign Direct
I nvestment (FDI) through Smart Partnership”.

@ obal 2001 is part of the international Smart partnership dial ogue
series that includes the Langkawi International D alogue (LID), the forner
Sci ence Advisor to the Prine Mnister, Tan Sri Dr Orar Abdul Rahman, told a
press conference today.

Besi des Dr Mahathir, 13 heads of state and four heads of government
woul d be attendi ng the dial ogue, which would be held for the first time in
an East African state.

Previ ous dialogues in Africa were held in Southern Africa and the | ast
one there | ast year took place in Maputo, Mzanbi que.

Some 350 international participants, including 60 from Mal aysi a, woul d
identify strategies to attract significant levels of foreign direct
i nvestments, which are crucial to support African econonies in need of
i nvestnents.

Dr Orar, who is now the co-ordi nator of the Ml aysian
I ndustry- CGovernment G oup of Hi gh Technol ogy - Commonweal th Partnership for
Technol ogy Managenment (M GHT-CPTM Smart Partnership Hub, said African
countries are keen to learn from Mal aysia of its success in attracting FDI.

VWile there, Dr Mahathir woul d open the Mal aysi an Sout h- Sout h
Cor poration Bhd Centre (MASSCORP) in Kampal a, which would enhance
opportunities for greater trade between Ml aysia and Uganda.

The prime mnister would al so I aunch Smart News Network I nternational
(SNNi ), a news exchange programe to counter inaccurate reporting on
devel opi ng countries, at SAID.

"It is an alternative news service and devel oping countries will have a
direct news exchange rather than depending on third parties |ike Reuters,
AFP or CNN," he said.

Dr Orar said Ml aysia's experience in attracting FDI would be rel ayed
by sharing practical |essons and revi ewi ng busi nesses by investors as well
as case studies by policy makers, narrating both its successes and
fail ures.

"That's why we have quite a big del egati on of busi nessnmen and
government officials,” he added.

Besi des Dr Mahathir, major participants at SAID incl ude Energy,

Conmuni cati ons and Multinmedia M nister Datuk Amar Leo Moggi e, Rural
Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Azm Khalid, senior government officials and
privat e busi nessmen.

Among the maj or conpani es participating are Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd, Bina
Puri Hol di ngs Bhd, Heitech Padu Bhd and YTL Corporation Bhd.

@ obal 2001 will concentrate on four major issues highlighed by SMART
Partnership relating to FDI, specifically:

* ownershi p and managenent of econonic assets (for exanple: |and,
intell ectural property);



* investnment needs of communication infrastructure;

* influence of the perception of risks on inward i nvestnment and the
part played in the corporate governance;

*and the neans of measuring cooperativeness and risk at the
macr o- econom ¢ | evel and devel opi ng econom c prosperity and creativity at
the m cro-economic;

Dr Mahathir woul d al so chair several dial ogue sessions and deliver a
keynot e address at a di nner on Aug 20.

O her highlights of SAID include a presentation by Uganda entitl ed,
"Rising fromthe Dead,” on its economc revival after the destructive
regime of President Idi Amin over eight years. -- BERNANVA
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