14/ 08/ 2001

PMto visit Yenen to strengthen ties, boost trade

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's visit
to Yenmen later this week is ainmed at strengthening bilateral relations,
boosting trade and i nvestment ties.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said the visit was also to
source new markets for Mal aysian products and to seek opportunies in the
oi | exploration industry.

The Prime Mnister will be acconpanied by his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohd Ali and a del egati on which i ncludes Mnisters, Menteris Besar
and t he busi ness community.

The visit fromAug 15 to 18 is also to reciprocate the visit of Yeneni
president Ali Abdullah Salleh who was in Malaysia fromFeb 11 to 14, 1998.

Syed Ham d said Dr Mahathir would hold talks with Ali Abdul |l ah, and
visit the Majlis Syura (Consultative Council) in Sana'a.

He woul d al so hold a dial ogue with the Yenen Chanber of Commerce and
I ndustry.

Dr Mahathir will also visit the Aden Free Trade Zone and Port, the
historical site of El Yenen in Sana'a and Shi bam daan Tari min Hadramaut.

He will also neet Mal aysi an students in Hadranaut.

Dr Siti Hasnah will visit the Hadramaut Handi capped Children's Care
Centre where she will make a donation of US$10,000 (RMB8,000). She will
al so neet the Yenen National Wnen's O gani sation.

Syed Hanid said he would sign two Menoranda of Understanding - one on
the establishnent of a joint conm ssion between Mal aysia and Yenen; and
anot her on co-operation in the field of civil service, personnel
managenent and public adm nistration.

He said the Yemen government | ooked to Mal aysia as a nodel of an Islanic
nation, and had asked for help to develop its human resources, rural areas
and to attract investnent.

At present, bilateral trade is heavily in favour of Ml aysia. Ml aysian
inmports fromYenen | ast year totalled RM67.6 mllion while its exports
totall ed RM61.5 mllion.

Syed Hanmid said Petronas used to have a facility in Aden but this has
cl osed down.

Earlier, Syed Ham d nmet Raynond Ant hony Hall, the regiona
representative for the United Nations Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees for
| ndonesi a, Mal aysia, Brunei, Singapore and the Phili ppines.

Hal |l is based in Jakarta.

Syed Hami d said they discussed the situation in East Tinor, as well as
the probl ems of asylum seekers, half of whomwere fromlslamc countries.
He said they discussed nulti-lateral neasures for Islanmc nations to

hel p resol ve this probl em

"Hal | al so commrended Mal aysia for its co-operation in assisting the
United Nations and for our positive contributions,"” he said.
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