23/ 08/ 2001

PMto make debut in the saddle

EQUESTRI AN fans will see sone firsts at the STC Equestrian chanpi onship
2001 starting at the Selangor Turf Cub (STC) in Seri Kenbangan, Sel angor
t oday.

The chanpi onshi p, the |ast national equestrian neet before the Kual a
Lunmpur Sea Ganes next nonth, will see harness driving conpetition, a sort
of horse-racing on chariot, for the first tine.

And for the first tine, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
will be one of the conpetitors.

The harness driving conmpetition will be divided into three parts -
dressage and presentation on Thursday, speed and agility and the marathon
on Saturday and Sunday. The Prime Mnister will be conpeting in the
mar at hon cat egory on Sunday norni ng.

The chanpionship will also see the second | eg of the Sout h-East Asia
Worl d Cup showj unpi ng qualifying | eague which will see riders vying to
represent the region for the World Cup Showj unpi ng seri es.

Nati onal Sea Ganes riders and those fromthe Philippines, Thail and,
| ndonesi a and Si ngapore will conpete in the event and sone ot her classes.

However, what renmins to be seen is whether the national selectors wll
try a new conbination in the events.

Recently, our riders conpeted against the Filipinos, Thais and
I ndonesian in the CSIO Nations Cup at the Merdeka Masters 2001 i n Kuang
and the conbi nation then finished third behind Thail and and t he
Phi | i ppi nes.

Many equestrian | overs bl aned the conbi nation for the enbarrassing
defeat as there are one or two riders who could help win the event or at
| east finish second and havi ng observed the scene closely for the last two
years, the witer agrees with their assessnent.

The first two days will see the junior classes being conpeted. Those
expecting top-notch conpetition should cone on Saturday and Sunday.
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