29/ 06/ 2001

PM urges Chinese not to fall victimto DAP hate canpai gn

PENANG, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad toni ght rem nded the
Chi nese against falling victins to the DAP canpai gn of getting themto
hate the Bari san Nasi onal Governnent.

The Prime M nister said the DAP, after faltering in the 1999 genera
el ection, had spared no effort to run down the Governnment and BN | eaders.

"They have orchestrated numerous canpaigns to pit the Chi nese agai nst
the Governnent,"” he told a crowd of 2,000 BN | eaders and nmenbers at a
meeting with State BN | eaders at the Equatorial Hotel in Bayan Baru here.

Al so present was Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, who is al so
St at e Gerakan chai r man

Dr Mahathir, who is also the BN chairnman, said the DAP's hate canpai gn
included a claimhe had |ikened the Suqui to a comuni st novenent, its
(DAP) opposition towards the Vision School, and the Nanyang Press
controversy.

Realising it had | ost the support of nost Chinese especially in the
urban areas, the DAP was now trying to woo them back in preparation for
t he next general election.

Dr Mahathir al so rem nded the Mal ays agai nst simlar hate canpai gns by
Pas, which he said manipulated Islamfor political support among the
Mal ays.

I nst ead of being grateful to God, he said, Pas | eaders had nmisled the
Muslinms into hating the Governnent and its | eaders.

"W nust always count our blessings for the good life all of us are
enj oyi ng, despite the nany soci o-econoni c chall enges.

"BNis a coalition of many parties representing many races and has
successfully devel oped the nation. W are conmitted to this and will
al ways endear ourselves to the people.”

The blueprint for such a political co-operation, he said, had been
successfully devel oped by the country's first Prime Mnister Tunku Abdu
Rahman Putr a.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmad Ali are here
for a two-day working visit to Penang.

They were met on arrival at the Bayan Lepas International Airport by
1,000 BN nenbers, headed by Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi and wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood.

Al so present were Koh, Deputy Chief Mnister Datuk Dr Hilm Yahaya,
Education M nister Tan Sri Musa Mbhaned and the Speaker of the State
Legi sl ative Assenbly Dat uk Yahaya Abdul Hami d.

Tonorrow the Prime Mnister will nmeet with Umo | eaders, including
di vision chiefs, branch chairnen as well as Penmuda and Wanita chiefs from
Bayan Baru and Bali k Pulau at the Balik Pulau Sports Conpl ex.

( END)
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