11/10/ 2001

PMunveils Malaysia's first reconnai ssance aircraft

WHAT started off as a far-fetched i dea has beconme a reality after

Mal aysi a' s aerial reconnai ssance aircraft - the Eagle ARV (aeri al
reconnai ssance vehicle) - was unveiled by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbharmad yest er day.

Devel oped for the Mal aysi an Arned Forces by Conposites Technol ogy
Research Mal aysia (CTRM in partnership with BAe Systens and Excel net Sdn
Bhd, the aircraft nade its maiden flight fromthe Langkawi Internationa
Airport.

The unpi |l ot ed doubl e-seater plane circled the skies for about 10
nm nut es.

Besides Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, other VI Ps
present included the Sultan of Brunei, Sultan Hassanal Bol ki ah, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi, Defence M nister Datuk
Seri Najib Razak, CTRM chief executive officer Tan Sri Dr Chen Lip Keong
and BAe group nanagi ng director Sir Charles Msefield.

In his speech before unveiling the aircraft, Dr Mahathir said the idea
to have a locally manufactured aircraft capable of flying without a pilot
seened far-fetched when it was first nooted by Masefield.

However, the Prime Mnister said it was a good i dea and persuaded t he
Governnent to finance the project's research and devel opnent.

"It's a unique aircraft in the sense that it can be flown by a pilot and
al so be un-manned. In the future we woul d undoubt edly be seeing nore and
nmore unpiloted aircraft,” he said.

Jesting, Dr Mahathir said aerial conbat would involve pilotless planes.

"This will happen so that they nay shoot each other's plane down without
killing anyone."

Uilising all conmposite material, the Eagle ARV is able to fly at a
maxi mum al titude of 8,500 netres for 10 hours.

The pl ane uses digital flight control, navigation and gui dance.

The ARV is controlled in real tinme up to a distance of 250km while
flying on a line-of-sight profile.
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