23/ 02/ 2001

PM urges wonen to naster | T for progress

KUALA LUVMPUR, Thurs. - Mal aysi an wonen nust strive towards mastering
information technology as it will be useful especially in providing

gui dance to their children, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
sai d today.

He added their ability to master I T was nade nore inportant as 40 per
cent of the country's workforce was wonen.

"As not hers, wonen can guide and notivate their children in IT. Through
the use of IT, they can also work part-tinme fromhonme while taking care of
their children," he said when opening the Wonen's Institute of Managenent
(WM building in Tanan Tun Dr |snmail

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched the WM charity e-auction website and
wi t nessed the signing of a menorandum of under st andi ng bet ween WM and
I nternational Medical Universiti on a special programre for Ml aysi an
worren.

Anong t hose present were Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Wnen and
Fam |y Devel oprent M ni ster Datuk Sharizat Jalil, WM chairnman Dat uk
Napsi ah Orar and deputy chairman Datuk Dr Nelli e Tan-Wng.

"If Mal aysi ans, especially the wonen, fail to give proper attention to
IT, they will be left behind not only in this country but in the
international arena as well."

On the part of wonen, he said they nust be nore open and ready to seize
avai |l abl e opportunities.

Dr Mahathir said the focus given by WMon IT, like introducing its own
online auction site, was tinmely. The nove woul d not only generate revenue
but aaal so make W M better known.

The Prime M nister said the Government woul d not neglect the welfare of
woren in the country.

Adequat e attenti on was gi ven because a progressive wonmen popul ati on
woul d al so enhance the standard of living of their famlies.

Dr Mahathir praised WM for using | ocally-nmde products in the
construction of the building, proving that such itenms were as good as
i nported ones.

This, he added, had contributed to the growmh of |ocal industries.

Later, Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah planted a tree to commenorate the
openi ng.
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