10 SEP 2001
Syed Hani d- Mahat hir
PM VI SI TI NG RUSSI A TO RENEW TI ES, NOT TO FI NALI SE DEAL

RAWANG, Sept 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad' s four-day
trip to Russia, beginning Wdnesday, is an official visit to renewties
with Mbscow and not to finalise any deals, the Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Syed Hami d Al bar said.

" There is no intention to go there in order to finalise any purchase,
acqui sition or procurenent, that is not the purpose of the visit," he told
reporters here today.

He was respondi ng to questions whether the Prinme M nister would
finalise the deal to purchase of the Russian-nade Sukhoi Su-30 conbat
aircraft while in Mscow.

Syed Hamid said Dr Mahathir would use the trip to renew bilateral ties
with Russia and his friendship with Russian President MV adimr Putin whom
he | ast met during the Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) Forumin
Brunei |ast year.

He said the visit would al so enable Dr Mahathir to keep abreast with
the | atest devel opnment in bio-technol ogy and aerospace in particul ar.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to visit Russia's bio-tech and neteor ol ogi cal
centres and witness a denonstration by Sukhoi Su-30 fighter jets.

On the proposed purchase of the Russian aircraft for the Royal
Mal aysi an Air Force, Syed Ham d said there was no decision yet and Ml aysi a
was still studying it.

Plans to acquire such aircraft were reportedly put on hold because of
the 1997 Asian financial crisis.

Syed Ham d said that during a stop-over in London on Wdnesday, Dr
Mahathir will nmeet Ml aysian students at the Ml aysian H gh Conm ssioner's
resi dence before calling on the British Prime Mnister Tony Blair.

After Russia, Dr Mahathir will visit Germany for three days from Sept
18 at the invitation of German Chancellor Cerhard Schroeder.

VWhile in Berlin the prime mnister will open the chancery buil ding of
t he Mal aysi an enbassy there, Syed Ham d added.
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