13 NOV 2001
Mahat hi r - Teacher s
PM WANTS TEACHERS TO SHAPE CH LDREN S CHARACTER TO ATTAI N SUCCESS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 13 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that he places high hopes on teachers to instil val ues
like diligence anmong children as this will determne the future success of
a race.

He said that even though it was the responsibility of parents to | ook
after their children, teachers with their training including in child
psychol ogy had a vital role in educating them and shaping their character

"The role of teachers is very inmportant not only in inparting know edge
but also in character devel opment to ensure the success of the race and the
nation," he said at the Excellent Teachers' Premnmier Convention 2001 here.

Dr Mahathir said that a backward race could one day beconme successfu
as a result of diligence, determ nation and resilience.

According to him this had been proven when the Ml ays were now able to
produce | eaders, anong themin the medical, engineering, information
technol ogy and education fields.

At the same time, Dr Mahathir expressed regret over incidents like a
son nmurdering his father and a father raping his own daughter as frequently
reported in the newspapers lately.

"These are exanpl es of erosion of our values especially as Mislins who
shoul d necessarily uphold and adopt val ues based on the Quran and hadis,"
he sai d.

However, he was confident that if the community were to revert to
uphol di ng val ues and adopting the culture of placing priority on education
devel opi ng the readi ng habit, prepared to work hard and rid thensel ves of
conpl acency, the race woul d progress.

The Prime Mnister said that Ml aysians were now able to better others
including fromthe West where there was noral decay and tendency towards
seeki ng the easy way out.

I nstead, he said, Ml aysians would enmerge as a respected race if they
were prepared to persevere in pursuit of success.

Dr Mahathir also said that Ml aysi ans shoul d be proud that Ml aysia was
only anong a few countries which dare to criticise the world s big powers.
"How could we do it...because we have | earnt how to manage our own
country so that we do not owe anybody anything and as such nobody coul d

twi st our arms,"” he said.

Wth the country's ability also, he said, nobody could force Mal aysia
to change its position or |oans would be w thhel d against the country.

So far, he said, Ml aysia had succeeded through its own capabilities
but much nore needed to be done.

"Qur struggles are not over yet," he said.

The Prime Mnister said that Ml aysians should strive harder to becone
not a world power but at |least a country not easily discrimnated agai nst
and under mi ned.
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