25/ 02/ 2001

PMto decide on Sabah's rotation system

KOTA KINABALU, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s
decision on the rotation of the Sabah Chief M nistership would be in the
best interests of the State even if it was not the nost popul ar one, Chief
M ni ster Datuk Seri Gsu Sukam sai d t oday.

"The Prime Mnister had all this while been nmaki ng decisions for the
benefit of the country as a whol e.

"Even to the extent that he had been criticised by his own people
because he takes into consideration the interests of everyone, instead of
one particular comunity or race," he said after opening the State-| evel
I nternational Year of Volunteers 2001 semi nar at Shangri-La's Tanjung Aru
Resort, near here.

Csu, who is Sabah Umo |iaison comrmittee chairman, said the nine Sabah
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties had not reached a consensus on
whet her the rotation should be continued or scrapped as they had agreed to
give Dr Mahathir the mandate to deci de.

The Prinme M nister, he added, had given all BN conmponent party
presidents the opportunity to present their views during separate neetings
| ast Wednesday and had al so requested that these views be put in witing
and submitted to him

"W do not expect all parties to have the sane views but whatever it is,
it isuptothe Prine Mnister to make a deci si on based on what we all had
to say," he said.

Gsu said Dr Mahathir woul d make a deci sion that woul d be accepted and
abi ded by the Sabah BN

When asked for his reaction to Dr Mahathir's recent coment that the
rotati on systemcreated "l anme duck" chief mnisters, Gsu said: "It is
better for me not to say anything over the natter because | amthe present
Chief Mnister and whatever | say, people will see in a different |ight."

OGsu said the Prime Mnister had his reasons and nmust have anal ysed t he
situation before making the statenent.

Dr Mahathir is expected to decide on the rotation system soon because
OCsu's two-year tenure as the Chief Mnister will expire in the niddle of
next nonth.
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