30/ 09/ 2001
PM O hers now al so using | SA

Fi r daus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Those who previously criticised and condemmed

Mal aysia and its | eaders for invoking the Internal Security Act to handle
internal threats are now practising the exact nethods in their country.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the very sane people
who bl amed Mal aysia as bei ng undenocratic, unjust, draconi an and such for
i nvoking the I SA, "are now | earning fromus".

Speaki ng after opening the 30th Gerakan national del egates' conference
here today, Dr Mahathir said the very same critics were now learning from
Mal aysia on howto nip terrorismin the bud.

"We have had experience of terrorismfor 42 years when we fought agai nst
the guerillas then... now we have the Al -M' unah, we have the | brahim
Li bya (religious extrem st group in Menmali), we have this mllitant group
(KMM, so there are terrorists in this country.

"That is why we have the | SA. Wien we used the | SAto stop the
terrorists, we were blanmed as bei ng undenocratic, unjust and all that but
now t hey are doi ng exactly what we have been doing, they are learning from
us," he said.

The Prime M nister was comenting on news reports which allegedly
i nsinuated that Mal aysia was a terrorist hub in the region.

"We are not a terrorist hub although we adnit there are terrorists in
Mal aysia. In a way, we are a hub for learning on howto deal with
terrorists.”

Asked if the Governnent would continue to arrest suspected terrorists,
the Prime Mnister said the authorities would do so if the culprits could
be identified.

Dr Mahathir al so said the Governnent had awarded a contract to construct
a tunnel at the Kuala Lunpur International Airport to Gsama bin Laden's
brother Omar bin Laden because the |atter was a renowned buil di ng
contractor.

He said Gsama had nore than 50 siblings and not all of themwere
crimnals or terrorists.

"They are not all crimnals, Orar bin |laden is a well-known contractor
who built nosques in Mecca and Medina... just because one nmenber of the
famly is a terrorist, we cannot blane all of them simlarly if sone
Musl i ms undertake terrorist action, it doesn't mean all Mislins are
terrorists,” he said.

He added that Omar was al so involved in a prawn farm project in Kedah
which was | ater taken over by the State Governnent after the project
failed.

Dr Mahathir also said that in the wake of the terrorist attacks in the
US, some countries were harassing airline passengers with Arabic or Ml ay
names.

"Li ke nmy nane... Mahathir bin Mhamad, they think that "bin Mhanad
must be a relative of bin Ladin."

On the proposal to have air marshals on-board aircraft as a security
nmeasure, he said the Governnent woul d study the nmatter

"Unfortunately, the people who build aeropl anes do not seemto study the
problemof terrorists. They should i ntroduce airplanes which are
terrorist-proof; maybe it sounds like a ridiculous idea but it can be
done.

"They are not thinking about the safety of the passengers, they are



concerned about fire-proof material and all that... now we want terrorist-
proof aircraft.
"I have a few ideas but I'mnot going to tell them" he said in jest.
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