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PM | didn't direct MCA (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Rosli Zakaria

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today he had never directed MCA to acquire Nanyang Press Hol di ngs but gave
the nod because hi s opinion was sought.

If the MCA had not approached himon the matter, Dr Mahathir said, he
woul d not have said anyt hi ng.

"He (MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik) asked ne whether they
can buy and |I said okay. If he did not ask nme, | would not say okay," he
sai d.

Asked why Dr Ling had to approach him Dr Mahathir said he did not know.
"You can ask him They are trying sonehow or other to link it with ne,
basically," he said at a Press conference at the end of the second day of

t he Umo general assenbly.

Dr Mahathir said a | ot of people approached him includi ng nenbers of
the Press who asked all kinds of questions.

"They ask ne, | answer. If they don't ask ne, | don't answer," he added.

MCA had, on May 28, acquired 72.35 per cent stake in Nanyang Press
through the party's investnent arm Huaren Managenent Sdn Bhd.

The nove net strong opposition fromvarious Chinese associ ati ons and
guil ds, and was al so objected to by eight |eaders of MCA s 40- nenber
central committee

To a suggestion yesterday that the greenlight given to acquire Nanyang
Press lent credence to claims that it was the Government's intention to
acquire the newspapers as they were critical of the Government, Dr
Mahat hi r sai d:

"Anything that | say will be interpreted by those against nme in sone way
or other to tarnish nmy inmage."

He said he had no right to stop anybody from buyi ng what ever they wanted
to buy.

He added that there is no lawto prevent the MCA frombuying into a
newspaper .

"Isit only the Qpposition that can buy into a newspaper?

"If the MCA asked ne can we buy, nmy answer is yes. |If Gerakan asked ne
if they could buy a newspaper, ny answer is yes ... by all neans do. If
the PPP (People's Progressive Party) wants to buy a newspaper, they can
buy.

"How can | say no-no-no you cannot (buy). Wen people are saying that
Umo has a newspaper, can't MCA have a newspaper?"

He said the DAP has a paper but no one conpl ai ned and Harakah, which is
supposed to be a party newspaper, was being circulated and sold in the
country, which was agai nst the | aw

"So | don't see why | should tell the MCA no-no-no ... you mustn't buy.
How do | know t he Chinese comunity seemto object to a political party
buyi ng a Chi nese newspaper?" he added.

Asked if the Governnent was confortable with the two newspapers under
the MCA, he said if other people offered to buy, then they could buy and
that there were people who cane to ask if they could buy.

"l say yes, you can buy. They were fromthe Associ ated Chi nese Chanber
of Commerce and I ndustry ... they cane to ask nme."

Pressed further if there was any directive for the MCA to buy the
Nanyang Press, he said: "No. Adirective is when | call the MCA and say
now you buy ... that is a directive. Now | amdirecting you to publish



exactly what | say and not to try and twist it," he said.

When asked about the feuding factions using his statenment to influence
the extraordi nary neeting, he said: "Yesterday you asked ne that question.
If you had not asked, | would not have answered."

Asked if the statenent would influence the outcone of the EGM he sai d:
"Now you ask ne. | amnot going to answer."
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