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THE Governnent's economic plans will fail if the rakyat is taken in by
seditious coments by those who wish to see such efforts fail, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

The Prime M nister said nmuch time and resources had to be diverted to
expl ain the benefits of such plans to the people.

"W will have to go here and there to explain to the rakyat, consum ng
our tinme and energy to fight sonething which shoul d not have been created
inthe first place.

"But because of these seditious comments, nany things are abandoned and
cannot be undertaken. Sonetines these people purposely incite the people
asking themto refuse to be relocated and many others," he told a Press
conference after presenting the Ei ghth Mal aysian Plan in Parlianent
yest er day.

Asked how he viewed the acceptance and invol venent of the people in
econom ¢ plans such as the Eighth Malaysia Plan, Dr Mahathir said:

"If the people are not incited by sedition, | believe they will accept.
Al of thisis for their benefit.
"But there will be those who will incite, there will be those who wl |l

spread untrut hs asking the rakyat not to accept (the plans)."

On whet her the Governnent woul d review current or past privatisation
projects which had received criticism Dr Mahathir said the capabilities
of those who undertook such projects woul d be exani ned cl osel y.

"Sonetimes they are too vul nerable, the slightest pressure and they can
no | onger conti nue.

"That is why we have to determ ne the capabilities of those who will
obtain these projects.™

Asked whether the selection criteria for awardi ng governnent projects
woul d be re-eval uated, Dr Mhat hir said:

"We want to know their financial strength, their backgrond and
experi ence.

"Usual ly we only choose those who have experience and who have proven
their capabilities.

"W do not sinply give to anyone.”

Asked whet her the Governnent would re-evaluate its public feedback
systemfor projects, Dr Mahathir replied that the people's views had
al ways been sought.

"If we want to build a toll road, we first ask the public whether they
want it or not.

"If they don't want it, we won't do it. W consult the public first."

Asked whet her the country's current econom c situation woul d negatively
affect projects in the Eighth Malaysia Plan, Dr Mahathir said:

"No it will not affect. Actually, we will increase the inplenentation of
proj ects, because that is a way to i ncrease econom ¢ devel opnent.

"So, even the upcom ng projects which have not been scheduled will be
hast ened.

"This is what we call fiscal neasures, which is, in tines of downturn,
we must have an expansi onary budget."

On how the current econonic situation would affect exports, Dr Mahathir
sai d exports depended on denand.

"The problemfor us is that when the United States econony slowed, we
could not export many things to them because demand was not there.



Asked how Mal aysia's exports would fare in the conmi ng Asean Free Trade
Area, Dr Mahathir said:

"Exports of nost of the manufactured goods that have never been taxed
have not been protected. They will continue as usual. But it is products
that are protected, like Proton cars, for exanple ... so we rmay even have
problens selling themin the country.”

On whet her Malaysia could maintain its 7.5 per cent growh target for
the next five years, he said:

"Yes. When an econony shrinks this year, the next year's growth will be
hi gher sinply because the base is |ower."

Asked whet her the condition of the Japanese econonmy woul d af f ect
Mal aysia's growm h forecasts, Dr Mahathir replied:

"The Japanese econony has been slow for quite some tinme. So Mal aysia's
growm h has al ready taken into consideration the poor perfornmance of the
Japanese econony. "
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