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DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has warned the Press, especially the

Chi nese newspapers, not to drag himinto the controversy over the MCA s
purchase of Nanyang Si ang Pau and Chi na Press.

He al so rem nded themnot to fan racial sentinment. "Chinese newspapers
are free just like any other newspapers. But if you continue to stir up
racial issues...," he said, but did not el aborate.

The Prime Mnister said that a deliberate attenpt was nade to tarnish
the i mage of the Governnment by linking his name to the purchase of the
Chinese dailies. He said it was to show that he had directed the purchase
and that he was anti - Chi nese.

He said the Chinese who did not |ike the newspapers to cone under the
control of a political party would be angry with hi mand oppose the
Gover nnent .

"When this happens, the Chinese will support the DAP."

Dr Mahathir said it was strange that there was a feeling that Chinese
newspapers shoul d not be owned by a political party when Mal ay newspapers
coul d; not only Harakah but also Uusan are indirectly owned by Unmo.

"If we can buy Ml ay newspapers, then why not Chi nese papers?" he asked

Dr Mahathir said he did not understand why the Chinese strongly opposed
the MCA's purchase of Nanyang and Chi na Press but not The Star which was
also indirectly owned by the party through its i nvestnent arm Huaren
Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd.

He sai d the Chi nese newspapers, especially Nanyang Siang Pau and the
China Press had started to fan racial sentinment follow ng Chinese
rejection of the DAP in the 1999 general election which sawthe politica
dem se of its former secretary-general LimKit Siang and deputy chairman
Kar pal Si ngh.

He added that the DAP would do anything to wi n back Chi nese support and
create hatred anong the Chinese towards the Barisan Nasional and the Prine
M ni ster.

"VWhatever | say will be linked to Chinese rights. | cannot say anything
at all. If | say, it will be turned into an issue and highlighted in the
Chi nese newspapers.

"I want to be straight forward and truthful. Please report it truthfully
and not manipulate it," he told the Press |ater when responding to points
rai sed during the three-day General Assenbly which ended today.

"When Sugi u demanded the abolition of Malay rights and I sl ambe placed
on the sanme level as other religions in its 83-point demand, | appeared on
radio and tel evision and said that they were no better than the Conmuni sts
when nmeki ng such denands."

Dr Mahathir said they clainmed that he considered all Chinese as
conmuni sts and ignited the feelings of the Chinese to go against the
Gover nnent .

" Chi nese newspapers especi ally Nanyang and Chi na Press highlighted the
i ssue so that the Chinese would hate ne and the BN with the hope that they
woul d regai n support for the DAP

"Sugi u and the Chi nese i ndependent school teachers (Dong Jiao Zong) al so
harped on the issue to fan the feelings of hatred towards nme and the BN

"I amnot anti-Chinese but | want justice also for the Ml ays and ot her
Mal aysi ans.

"It is not proper to allow one race to hurl allegations and sl ander the



CGovernment whil e others nust be controlled,” he said.
The Prime Mnister said this was not his stand al one but al so that of

the party.
"I ama straight forward person. | reprinmanded both the Mal ays and the
Chi nese. "

But, he said the Ml ays never said that Dr Mahathir was anti- Ml ay.

I nst ead, when he reprimanded Suqi u, which represented a small group of
Chi nese, he was nade to | ook |ike he condemmed the entire Chinese
community by the Chinese dailies.

"This is not true as | have many Chinese friends and even ny daughter-
in-law is Chinese."

At a Press conference later, Dr Mahathir said there was an obvi ous
attenpt by certain quarters to nake use of hi mover the Nanyang
controversy, ained at creating an inpression that he hated t he Chinese.

He said when the DAP lost in the |ast general election it showed that
the Chinese had rejected the party, which since then had tried its best to
wi n back Chi nese support.
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