13/ 04/ 2001

PM Entrepreneurs nust take note of changing world and find markets

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mal aysi an entrepreneurs nust pay heed to the
changi ng worl d economi ¢ systemand take steps to find narkets beside the
donestic one, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
yest er day.

He said he hoped entrepreneurs woul d appreciate this paradigmshift and
be aware that the world was the country's market now.

"Entrepreneurs who are capable nust maintain a conmtted attitude, be
i nnovati ve and i npl enent continuous renewal ."

Dr Mahathir said this at the launch of Silverfil, an amalgamwith no
free nmercury used in tooth fillings at the Technol ogy Park Ml aysi a.

He said the vision to make Mal aysia a successful industrialised nation
coul d not be achieved if the people did not possess enough notivation to
do it.

Dr Mahathir said the need to have experienced and skilled technical
| abour in large nunbers was critical now given the rapid devel opments in
the country in the era of globalisation and the new nill enni um

"As such, it must be inpressed upon everyone in the country the
i mportance of showing interest in science and technol ogy and having a
culture of creating so that we can all devel op Mal aysia into a successful
i ndustrialised country by 2020," he said.

Dr Mahathir said as Mal aysia wanted to progress to a nore successf ul
era, all parties nmust give priority to research and devel opnent to raise
the standard of |ocal products.

The Governnent, he said, was aware that the invol venent of the private
sector and the Government in research and devel opnent efforts was still at
a low | evel

In this regard, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had inpl enented vari ous
efforts under the "Intensification of Research in Priority Areas" set up
by the National Council for Scientific Research and Devel opnent;
stream i ned research and devel opnent agencies and institutions to delve
into wider areas of research; encourage research and devel opnent anong t he
private sector, research institutions and universities; and, set up
Technol ogy Park Ml aysia, the Ml aysi an | ndustry-Governnment G oup for Hi gh
Technol ogy as well as the Science and Technol ogy Wor ki ng Conmittee under
the Nati onal Econom c Action Council and the Second National Econom c
Consul tati ve Counci |

He sai d besi des various programmes, incentives and financial assistance,
the Governnment had al so nade avail abl e venture capital to set up suitable
sites to enhance research and devel opnent activities through the Ml aysi an
Technol ogy Devel opnment Corporation, a joint venture conpany between the
Governnent and the private sector to commercialise the products of
research and devel opnent .

Dr Mahat hir hoped that Dr S. Radhakri shnan, the inventor of Silverfil
and managi ng director of Dunia Perwira Sdn Bhd, the product's
manuf acturer, woul d continue to produce high technol ogy products.

He al so hoped that conpani es woul d take advantage of the facilities set
up by the Governnent to devel op busi ness and enhance efforts towards
i ndustrial devel opnment based on technol ogy and research and devel oprent.

( END)
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